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Television Worth Watching! \e 


Look for dt On RED-AV Fridays at 9700 pom. 


“RED-TV Network is #1 for adults 50+ years of age! 


*2010 Nielsen Media Research 


Time Well Spent is television families can enjoy together as they see people, places and events that 
maintain some of the Alabama’s most time-honored traditions and heritage. 
Each 30-minute episode will contain different segments illustrating separate aspects of rural Alabama. 
Jim Allen will bring to the screen each week a feature entitled “Rural Alabama... You’ve Got To Love It!” which will focus on 
special places and events that add a bit of distinctive charm to the landscape of the state. 
Grace Smith will host another segment that will take a youthful look at rural Alabama. “Young Folks in Action” will demonstrate just how 
young people are living and learning traditional values as they participate in rural and agricultural activities across the state. 
Another segment will bring out the green thumb in everyone as Sidney Phelps of Bonnie Plants delivers “The Gift of Growing Things.” 
A helpful guide for people of all skill levels, this segment will provide the tips and techniques to take gardeners 


from planting to pruning and harvesting. 


“Farming for Wildlife,” hosted by BioLogic’s Bobby Cole, is a fun look at improving habitat for wildlife on 
your property. Each segment will deal with a different topic from whitetail deer to farm pond management in an 
effort to maximize wildlife use and landowner enjoyment. 


Special People... Special Events and Activities... A Special Place defined as Rural America... Time Well Spent 
is a special program, and we believe you will agree, it’s TIME WELL SPENT each and every week! 


Time Well Spent Sponsors: 


AGRI+AFC TARIRSE 


J. INC. 


Greener. Smarter. Easy. — — JasonPlurnirmnernet 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


DEAR FELLOW CRIMSON TIDE FAN, 


When Dennis Franchione was announced as the new head football coach at Texas State, there were a 
couple of things | thought about. One was whether that was the same school with a different name where 
he had previously coached. It was. Formerly Southwest Texas State, the Bobcats are moving up from what 
was the equivalent to Division II to Division | and will play in the WAC beginning in 2012. 

The other thing | thought about was that Franchione was the one who really made Alabama football 
a year-round proposition. He said that he couldn't mandate that players remain on campus and take part 
in unofficial drills in the summer, but he could decide who played in the fall. All players participated 
throughout the summer under Franchione, and it has been that way ever since. 

Football is also a year-round task for sports reporters. The good news is that Alabama followers can’t 
get enough, and the Crimson Tide is certainly worthy of daily coverage, even during the so-called off- 
season. The difficulty is there is limited access to news. With very few exceptions, reporters can’t talk to 
players except in controlled circumstances. Alabama decides which players can be interviewed and where 
and when those interviews take place. They even have personnel around to make sure that questions don't 
stray into unacceptable areas. | thought about that when Auburn was being criticized for having an official 
tell Tigers quarterback Cam Newton not to answer questions about his father being at the BCS National 
Championship Game when Auburn's athletics director had reportedly lied to media just before the game 
saying Cecil Newton wouldn’t be there. 

Alabama Coach Nick Saban is the first Crimson Tide coach who didn’t allow his assistants to speak 
to media (a few exceptions, the offensive and defensive coordinators at the beginning of the year and as 
mandated by bowl rules). Two years ago Saban allowed Burton Burns to speak to media at the Sugar Bowl, 
because Burns’ brother was president of the Sugar Bowl that year. At this year’s Capital One Bowl, Saban 
allowed reporters to speak with Bobby Williams, who had formerly been head coach at Michigan State. 

(Saban gives lame reasons for not allowing his assistant coaches to speak to reporters. But as Coach 
Paul Bryant once told a fan complaining about one of Bryant’s decisions, “You get yourself a football team 
together and you can do it anyway you want.” It is Saban’s team, and it’s hard to argue with the results of 
him doing it his way.) 

| (and my sports-writing brethren) hold on to little nuggets of information gleaned during the time 
of regular coverage so we can assemble stories at those times of the year when we don’t have favorable 
reporting opportunities. 

We know that football, football reporting, and interest in football is year-round at Alabama. 


Sincerely, 


Kirk McNair 
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et ready for it. Alabama Coach Nick Saban calls it an “ESPN 

moment,” and he is not referring to the many appearances 

he has made on the network. ESPN had access unlike any 
other media to the inner workings of Alabama football last pre- 
season. Saban has been on the much-hyped “Gameday.” He was 
guest analyst at the most recent BCS National Championship Game 
telecast by the network. He even made a commercial for the network. 

But none of those is the moment. 

Last year as Alabama was stomping Mississippi State, 27-3, 
in Bryant-Denny Stadium, Saban inserted his back-up quarterback, 
A.J. McCarron into the game. McCarron completed a 39-yard pass 
to Darius Hanks for a first-and-goal at the Buldogs one-yard line 
and it seemed sure the Tide would complete a 95-yard touchdown 
drive. But McCarron took a sack, losing 10 yards, and the touchdown 
turned into a field goal. As McCarron came to the sideline, Saban 
met him and gave the redshirt freshman what appeared to be a 
tongue-lashing, punctuated by a swift slap on McCarron’s butt. 

Among those who considered it funny were quarterback Greg 
McElroy and McCarron. Later Saban would wryly define it as “a 
teaching opportunity.” 

If perchance you missed it, don’t worry. Look for the network 
to replay the moment, particularly if McCarron succeeds McElroy as 
Alabama quarterback in 2011. The competition for the job has begun 
and will intensify through spring practice, which is tentatively scheduled 
to begin March 21 and end with the A-Day Game on April 16. 

A.J. McCarron and Phillip Sims are the leading candidates. 
McCarron, 6-4, 190, is from St. Paul’s Episcopal School in Mobile. Sims 
is 6-2, 214, from Oscar Smith High School in Chesapeake, Virginia. 

Junior Morgan Ogilvie (6-0, 198, junior from Mountain Brook), who 
has been primarily a scout team quarterback for the Tide, and Phillip Ely 
(6-1, 186), a true freshman who entered the University for the spring 
semester from Plant High in Tampa, Florida, are other quarterbacks. 

Don't expect Saban to declare a starting quarterback coming 
out of spring practice. It is not Saban’s nature to end a competition 
early, and that would be particularly true at the quarterback position. 
Saban is one of those coaches (they are in the majority) who plays one 
quarterback. McCarron, who will be a sophomore this fall and Sims 
will be a redshirt freshman. Following the Capital One Bowl game in 
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which McCarron played extensively, he was made available to sports 
reporters. One of the questions he received was whether he or Sims 
might consider transferring if the other won the job in the spring. 

“It definitely could happen, but that’s not on my mind,” 
McCarron said. 

Per Saban's rules regarding freshman availability, Sims was not 
interviewed. But Izzy Gould of the Mobile Register talked to Sims's 
father, Jeff Sims. The father said he and his son “haven't even 
addressed that issue,” and called rumors and speculation regarding 
the possibility as “wrong.” 

Sims's father said that his son had to adjust to not playing for the 
first time since he has played football, but that he likes being at Alabama. 

Sims has not seen game action, but those who have seen him 
in practices and in pre-game warm-ups include some longtime Bama 
watchers who compare his quick release and hard, accurate passes to 
those of a long ago Tide quarterback-Joe Namath. 

Sims is a pocket passer. Alabama's offense isn’t going to feature 
the quarterback as a runner. Players say McCarron is the fastest of 
the two contenders. 

McCarron’s biggest advantage in the race is experience. 
Although he didn't play in 2009, a surprise announcement by Saban 
late in the year was that McCarron had passed Star Jackson as the 
back-up quarterback. Following spring practice last year, Jackson 
transferred to Georgia State. 

In the 2010 season, McCarron played in every game as the 
holder on extra points and field goals and in eight games saw action 
at quarterback. Including his two completions in five attempts in a 
quarter and a half of action against Michigan State in the Capital 
One Bowl, McCarron completed 26 of 47 passes (55.3 per cent) for 
388 yards and three touchdowns. He did not suffer an interception. 

Offensive Coordinator Jim McElwain coaches the quarterbacks. 
In a rare media appearance at the Capital One Bowl he was asked 
about the task of replacing Greg McElroy, who quarterbacked the Tide 
to a 14-0 record in his first year as a starter in 2009 and finished 
with a record of 24-3 as a starter for the Crimson Tide. 

McElwain said, “The great thing is we've got two quality players 
coming back. They don’t have the experience but Philip Sims who 
really came on and learned things throughout the year showed a lot 
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A.J. McCarron got some college 
game experience in 2010 


Phillip Sims was redshirted last year, 
but will go through second spring 


of progress as the season went on. He was here for (2010) spring 
practice as an early graduate, so he’s ahead of his grade a little bit. 

“And AJ McCarron has seen some snaps this year behind Greg, 
so it'll be a great competition. 

“From a comfort level standpoint it’s going to drive me crazy 
because having McElroy for the couple years | had made those offensive 
meetings real easy and it’s going to be real hard to see Greg leave.” 

McElroy said, “! know that whoever takes over next year will do a great 
job and I'm going to do everything | can to try to prepare them myself.” 

McCarron said that McElroy had already done a good job. 
McCarron was ready when his number was called to finish the game 
against Michigan State. 

“Any time we have a lead like that, | know | have a shot at 
going into the game,” McCarron said. “But my mindset all week in 
preparation is that I’m the starter. That’s the way you have to prepare. 
That’s something I’ve learned the past two years being second string, 
especially learning from Greg . We’re roommates before every game 
and we always sit in there and talk about certain things. He’s done a 
great job of preparing me and helping me be ready for my future. 

“Greg is a first class guy and plays the game with a lot of 
passion. To me he’s one of the best QBs ever to play at The University 
of Alabama. It’s not even just about his stats and record, but how 
he took the team. He’s a great guy, one of my best friends, and I’m 
going to miss him. big time. 

“Greg has done a great job of teaching me while I’ve been 
behind him.. How to be a leader, when to lead by example. He’s done 
a great job of teaching me and hopefully | can keep part of his legacy 
going with great play. 

“Everything | learned this year | learned last year. Two years is 
a lot of football games. I’ve learned a lot from Greg. I’ve learned to 
handle myself on the field and off the field. He’s a first class guy. | 
couldn't have asked for a better guy to learn from.” 

One of the things he learned from McElroy is that the 
quarterback has to invest a lot of time in study. “It’s a huge change,” 
McCarron said. “You think you know when you come in because 
you've got everyone blowing your head up from high school about 
how you’re going to play. It's an eye-opening experience when you 
get here. You think you know, but you really have no idea. The 
time you have to put in. That’s one of the things I've learned from 
Greg, because the amount of time he puts into watching film is 
unbelievable. That's one of the things I've got to carry over and do to 
be successful next year.” 

McCarron said, “| think I'm really prepared. As long as | have 
confidence and my coaches and teammates have confidence in me, 
which | think they do, | think it’s going to be a fun year.” 

Although McCarron says he expects to win the job, he said, “I 
believe we're going to have a good battle between me and Phil in the 
spring. But | feel confident that I'll come out on top. I'm ready to get 
this thing going. 

“Phil and | are friends. We’re not enemies at all. We love joking 
around with each other in practice. We know we’re making each 
other better. That’s what college football is about and what our team 
is about. Thgat’s why we have so many great athletes competing 
against one another and pushing one another, to be the best we can.” 

McCarron has shown that he is anxious to get started. “I’m going in 
being a leader,” he said. “I'm going to take this team and this role as if 
it’s my team all ready. Starting spring, we're hitting the ground running. 

“I've already talked to the receivers. I’ve met with Dont’a 
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(Hightower). We're getting back to the way it was the summer we 
won it (national championship). That’s something we're focusing on. 
That's something we let some things slip away from us this year. 

“Like Coach (Saban) said, four or five plays different and we’re 
in the championship game. That's something we're focusing on and 
something we're going to push for starting this spring.” 

And, he said, he's not waiting until spring practice. Shortly after 
the bowl game, McCarron said, “I’m not going to wait until spring. | 
told the receivers we're hitting the ground running when we get back 
(January 12). We're going to start throwing routes. The big break we 
needed was between January 1 and January 12. That’s as big a break 
as we're going to get. The receivers and | will be there all summer 
getting our timing down.” 

McCarron said the bow! win was a good way to finish the season, 
and to get started on the 2011 season. 

Asked what he thought he needed to work on to make himself 
better, he said, “I’ve got a meeting with Coach Saban when we get 
back. Whatever he says | need to be better at, that’s what I’m going 
to work on. | can’t worry about anything else. | have to worry about 
myself, like Coach preaches. | worry about myself. | know my play is 
going to speak for itself and | think I'll be fine.” 

McCarron knows the way to Saban’s office. 

“Our relationship is one of a kind,” McCarron said. “We're really 
close. | spend every Sunday with him, three or four hours up in his 
office watching film and just talk.” 

It’s just McCarron and Saban. “| do it just to take Coach’s mind 
off things,” McCarron said. “I know he's up there thinking a lot. 
That’s what he does. | go up there and cut up with him.” Ba 
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NOTES ON CRIMSON TIDE FOOTBALL GOING INTO 2011 


football work never ends, a specific beginning for the 2011 
Crimson Tide football season was expected to be March 
21, the first day students return from spring break. Bama was 
to have its 15 practices including the A-Day Game, which was 
scheduled for April 16 at Bryant-Denny Stadium. 

Alabama is coming off the 34" season in which the Crimson 
Tide finished among the nation’s top 10 teams and the 48" year 
for Alabama to be ranked. It was also Bama’s 31* season to win 
10 or more games, a record matched only by Oklahoma. 

In Nick Saban’s fourth year, the Crimson Tide achieved 
something no other Southeastern Conference team had ever 


A nd so it begins again. Although some aspect of college 


accomplished. With a 12-2 season in 2008, a perfect 14-0 
national championship season in 2009, and a 10-3 mark in 
2010, Bama became the first SEC program to amass 36 victories 
in a three-year period. 

Alabama's 49-7 domination of Michigan State in the Capital 
One Bowl on January 1 in Orlando added to the unmatched 
Crimson Tide bowl history. 

The Crimson Tide has now participated in a record 58 bowl 
games (Texas and Tennessee are tied for second at 49) and Bama 
now has 32 bow! victories (not including a Cotton Bowl win 
that was vacated by NCAA penalty), also a record (one ahead of 
Southern Cal). 


Oe 


10 BAMAMAG.COM 


In the Capital One Bowl, Alabama scored touchdowns on its 
first four possessions, had most of the starters out of the game 
by midway through the third quarter, several minutes before Tide 
punter Cody Mandell made his first appearance. 

Mark Schlabach of ESPN, who begins pre-season rankings 
earlier than anyone, had his first “Way Too Early” poll within 
hours of this season’s BCS Championship Game. Alabama knows 
as well as anyone not to pay too much attention to pre-season 
rankings, but it was nice to see the Crimson Tide ranked second 
to Oklahoma in Schlabach’s poll. 

A few days later, CollegeFootballNews.com was even more 
optimistic about 2011 Bama, picking the Crimson Tide number 
one, ahead of LSU and Oklahoma. 

It is pleasant to look back on some aspects of the 2010 
season, although it was not the year Bama wanted. One of the top 
performers for the Crimson Tide going to 2011 will be Courtney 
Upshaw, who was selected as the Most Valuable Player in Bama’s 
rout of Michigan State in Orlando. Upshaw had three tackles for 
loss and two sacks and caused a sack and fumble that resulted 
in a rare play: the Spartans had to punt on fourth and goal. 
Michigan State finished with minus 48 rushing yards. 

One good feeling came from senior quarterback Greg 
McElroy going out with a bang. He completed 13-17 passes for 
220 yards and a touchdown. And what did McElroy want to talk 
about following the game? He threw a block on an end-around, 
paving the way for Julio Jones to score on a 35-yard run. 

Another was junior running back Mark 
Ingram picking up two rushing touchdowns to 
set the Crimson Tide record at 42 for his career. 
He passed Shaun Alexander. 

One of the reasons Alabama will be a 
favorite for the Southeastern Conference 
championship and among the top picks for the 
national championship in 2011 is the Tide will 
have many established players returning. 

The offense had three seniors on 
offense—McElroy, left tackle James Carpenter, 
and H-back Preston Dial-and one on defense— 
linebacker Chavis Williams. (Luther Davis had 
a couple of starts at defensive end.) 

As expected, three Bama juniors opted 
for early entry to the NFL. They are Ingram, 
Julio Jones, and Marcell Dareus. 

But linebacker Dont'a Hightower and 
safety Mark Barron were among the juniors 
who could have considered a jump to the NFL 
but elected to return for their finals seasons. 

Saban had nothing but good to say 
about the juniors who departed early, and 
for the ones who decided to return. “At no 
time have | been more pleased and proud 
of a group of young men in terms of their 
accomplishments, their achievements and the 
class that they've had in terms of how they’ve 
represented this institution,” Saban said. 
“And in every case here, each of these young 
men have gone through the process of what 
we wanted them to go through to make a good 


1.800.749.0992 


choice and decision about what their future should be. Every guy 
was very diligent. Every family did their due diligence. And they 
were absolutely perfect in their behavior relative to trying to come 
and gather the information they need to come to this kind of 
decision they need to make that is best for their future. And | am 
fully endorsing each and every one of these guys in terms of the 
decision they made.” 

There were numerous rumors circulating about the possibility 
of Ingram, the 2009 Heisman Trophy winner, or Julio Jones 
returning for a senior season, but that was not in the cards. 

For one thing, both are expected to be high draft choices who 
could not help themselves by returning to the Tide. For another, 
Alabama recruiting is helped by top players moving on as “three- 
and-out” performers. 

While some were leaving early, others were making an early 
entry to The University. 

Three high school graduates, three junior college transfers 
who had committed to sign Alabama football scholarships this 
year, and two stiudent-athletes who signed with Bama last 
February but agreed to wait until this year to enter The University 
full time are now enrolled and eligible to take part in off-season 
work and spring practice. 

The latest high school graduates from December now 
enrolled at Alabama are linebacker Trey DePriest of Springfield, 
Ohio; quarterback Phillip Ely of Plant High School in Tampa, 
Florida; and linebacker Vinnie Sunseri, the son of Bama Outside 
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Linebackers Coach Sal 
Sunseri, from Tuscaloosa 
Northridge. 

Entering Alabama from 
junior college are defensive 
lineman Quinton Dial of East 
Mississippi Community College; 
and defensive lineman Jesse 
Williams and offensive lineman 
Aaron Douglas, both of Arizona 
Western Community College. 

Last year Alabama signed 
wide receiver Ronald Carswell 
of Macon, Georgia, and 
defensive lineman Wilson Love 
of Mountain Brook. The two 
so-called grayshirts are now 
enrolled full time and will be 
first semester freshmen. 

The group of new enrollees 
includes three defensive 
linemen, two linebackers, one wide receiver, one quarterback and 
one offensive lineman for the start of the spring semester. 

DePriest, a five-star prospect and ranked as the number 
three overall prospect by Scout.com, is one of the top linebackers 
in the 2011 recruiting class. DePriest was the Ohio Division-| 
Defensive Player of the Year in 2010. He played in the Under 
Armour All-America Game and finished his senior season with 
117 tackles, 12 tackles for loss and nine sacks. 

Ely, a three-star prospect, is ranked as the number 40 
quarterback in the nation.. He played in the U.S. Army All- 
American Game in San Antonio. As a senior at Plant, Ely threw 
for 2,731 yards and 26 touchdowns, completing 64.3 percent 
of his passes. As a junior, he led Plant to the Florida 5A State 
Championship while throwing for 1,860 yards and 20 touchdowns. 

Sunseri, a three-star prospect, was one of the top defensive 
playmakers in the state of Alabama. He was selected as one of 
the biggest surprises at the Under Armour All-American Game. 
Sunseri was the 2009 Defensive Player of the Year in North 
Carolina and the 2010 Class 6A Defensive Player of the Year in 
Alabama. Sunseri made 107 tackles as a junior at Marvin Ridge 
High School (Waxhaw, N.C.) and 114 stops for Northridge High 
School as a senior. 

Alabama's three junior college signees were among the 
best in the nation. Williams, 6-4, 330-pound defensive lineman 
who hails from Brisbane, Australia, was a Scout.com four-star 
performer. He made 30 tackles in seven games with six tackles 
for loss (-29 yards) and two sacks (-12 yards). 

Douglas, who was a freshman All-America at Tennessee in 
2009, spent one season at Western Arizona in 2010, earning NJCAA 
All-America honors. He earned a three-star rating from Scout.com. 

Dial originally signed with the Crimson Tide out of Clay- 
Chalkville High School in 2008 and has excelled during his time 
at East Mississippi Community College. He is ranked a four-star 
performer. Dial was a two-year defensive standout at the nose 
guard position, making 76 total stops in 2010 with 3.5 sacks. 

Carswell, who played at Westside High School, was a 4A all-state 
selection. He caught 33 passes for 714 yards as a senior in 2009. 
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Love, the brother of Tide offensive lineman Tyler Love, 
recorded 12 sacks and 94 tackles as a senior in 2009. 

Junior college players frequently are signed to fill an 
immediate need. That was the case when Carpenter was brought 
in two years ago to play left tackle, where Andre Smith had been 
an All-America. Carpenter has played his two years now and many 
project newcomer Douglas as his likely replacement. 

That’s one of many decisions that could be made in the 
spring. But it is just as likely that spring training will serve only 
as a guide for the competition that resumes in fall camp. 

The greatest interest will be on the quarterback battle 
(see Page 6) between A.J. McCarron and Phillip Sims. Trent 
Richardson is expected to take over as number one tailback with 
Eddie Lacy, who had two rushing touchdowns in the Capital One 
Bowl, backing him up. Julio Jones had one of three wide receiver 
spots. Darius Hanks and Marquis Maze are returning first teamers 
and Kenny Bell and Kevin Norwood have some experience. 

There are good signees expected, but players have talked this 
year about two redshirt freshmen, DeAndrew White and Keiwone 
Malone. Blake Sims could play at wide receiver or any other 
several other positions. 

Michael Williams is back at tight end. It remains to be seen 
how Alabama will utilize tight ends, including H-Back. Chris 
Underwood is a senior who could figure in. 

The offensive line returns four starters: left guard Chance 
Warmack, center William Viachos, right guard Barrett Jones, 
and right tackle D.J. Fluker. Alfred McCullough, Anthony Steen, 
and John Michael Boswell are back-ups who have experience. 
Either Chad Lindsay or Kellen Williams is expected to work at 
the critical center position and Austin Shepherd will get a look 
somewhere. The left tackle spot could include redshirt freshman 
Arie Kouandjio and/or junior Tyler Love battling Douglas. 

In some respects, it is more difficult to guess at a pre-spring 
depth chart on defense (and we are aware there is no depth chart 
at Alabama until the week before the first game next fall). 

The end candidates include Undra Billingsley, Kerry Murphy, 
Danien Square, Darrington Sentimore, Ed Stinson, Brandon 
Lewis, and Quentin Dial. Square and Murphy have starting 
experience. Josh Chapman is back at nose tackle, and so is Nick 
Gentry, who earned more and more playing time as the 2010 
season progressed. Incoming junior college star Jesse Williams 
could work at tackle. 

Alabama returns Upshaw and Hightower to the linebacker corps 
that also includes Freshman All-America C.J.Mosley, Nico Johnson, 
Chris Jordan, Alex Watkins, Jerrell Harris, and Jonathan Atchison. 

All four starters return in the secondary-strong safety 
Mark Barron, safety Robert Lester, and cornerbacks Dre 
Kirkpatrick and Demarcus Milliner. Back-up cornerbacks are 
Phelon Jones, DeQuan Menzie, and John Fulton, while Will 
Lowery (who started in place of Barron in the Capital One 
Bowl) and Jarrick Williams are returning back-up safeties. 
Robby Green, who was suspended for 2010, has continued 
to practice and may also factor in at safety in 2011. Barron, 
who had December surgery for a torn pectoral muscle, is 
expected to be limited in spring practice. 

Alabama has its kicking specialists (punters Cody Mandell 
and Jay Williams and placekickers Jeremy Shelley and Cade 
Foster) and snapper Carson Tinker returning. | 


DATE 
September 3 
September 10 
September 17 
September 24 
October 1 
October 8 
October 15 
October 22 
October 29 
November 5 
November 12 
November 19 
November 26 
December 3 
January 9, 2012 


Stith ak 


OPPONENT 
Kent State 

Penn State 

North Texas 
Arkansas 

Florida 

Vanderbilt 

Ole Miss 
Tennessee 

Open 

LSU 

Mississippi State 
Georgia Southern 
Auburn 

SEC Championship 
BCS Championship 


SITE 

Tuscaloosa 

Univ. Park, Penn. 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Gainesville 
Tuscaloosa 
Oxford 
Tuscaloosa 


Tuscaloosa 
Starkville 
Tuscaloosa 
Auburn 
Atlanta 

New Orleans 


2011 ALABAMA FOOTBALL SCHEDULE 


SERIES RECORD 
First Meeting 
9-5-0 

3-0-0 
14-7-0 
23-14-0 
58-19-4 
47-9-2 
48-38-7 


45-24-5 
75-17-3 

First Meeting 
40-34-1 

3 wins, 4 losses 
1 win, 0 loss 


Don't'a Hightower 
elected to return for 
senior season 


LAST GAME 

N/A 

2010 UA 24, PSU 3 
2009 UA 53, NT 7 
2010 UA 24, Ark 20 
2010 UA 31, UF 6 
2007 UA 24, VU 10 
2010 UA 23, UM 10 
2010 UA 41, UT 10 


2010 LSU 24, UA 21 
2010 UA 30, MSU 10 
N/A 

2010 AU 28, UA 27 
2009 UA 32, Florida 13 
2009 UA 37, Texas 21 
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FOOTBALL BY KIRK MCNAIR 


NEW LINE COACHES 


OFFENSIVE, DEFENSIVE LINES GET NEW LEADERS 


for a team to have some of its assistants receive new 
opportunities. For one Alabama assistant, that meant moving 
to a new school. For another, it's not quite the rocking chair, but 
a little slower pace working on special projects for Crimson Tide 
Athletics Director Mal Moore. 

Bo Davis, who coached Bama’'s defensive line, and Joe Pendry, 
coach of the Alabama offensive line, will not be on the field for 
the Crimson Tide this year. Both had been members of Coach Nick 
Saban’'s staff for the first four years at Bama. 

It could have been more. A lot more. Nick Saban disciples are in 
demand, and a number of them were approached and/or considered 
by others. Jim McElwain was a finalist for the head coaching job at 
Colorado, Curt Cignetti at Kent State, and Sal Sunseri at Pittsburgh. 
Burton Burns and Bobby Williams were also thought to have been on 
the wish lists at other colleges. 

While it can be a hardship to lose a good coach, the sentiment 
at Bama has always been that the man who put together the winning 
staff will select any replacements. And a coach like Nick Saban 
knows many, many outstanding candidates. 

For instance, Jeff Stoutland and Chris Rumpf. 

Those are the men Saban hired to replace Pendry and Davis, 
respectively. 

Stoutland most recently served as the offensive line coach at the 
University of Miami. 

Saban said when Pendry told him of his retirement plans, “Jeff's name 
was the first one that came up and he was the first coach we called.” 

Stoutland spent the previous four seasons at Miami as the 
offensive line coach and was named the interim head coach prior 
to UM's bowl game this year. The Hurricanes led the ACC in total 
offense (421.3 yards per game) and were third in rushing (182.5). 
Brandon Washington was a first-team All-ACC selection at guard and 
tackle Orlando Franklin was a second-team honoree. In 2009, tackle 
Jason Fox earned first-team all-conference honors and was selected 
by the Detroit Lions in the fourth round of the 2010 NFL Draft. 

Mike Bakas of CanesTime.com said Stoutland is “a good coach, 
well liked by his players and fellow coaches. He is a solid recruiter 
who is a nice guy on top of it.” 


A t the end of a successful football season, it is not unusual 
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Before going to Miami, Stoutland spend seven years (2000-06) at 
Michigan State. He produced six All-Big Ten selections during his tenure 
and was on the staff that led the nation’s number five offense in 2005. 
Before his stint with the Spartans, he was an assistant at Syracuse 
(1997-99) for three years and at Cornell (1992-96) for five years. 

“This is a great opportunity to come to The University of 
Alabama and coach the offensive line,” said Stoutland. “I'm leaving 
behind a great group of young men at Miami, but this was an 
opportunity | couldn't pass up. I'm really excited to get started and 
anxious to begin teaching. We want to finish up the recruiting class 
strong and then go rapidly into spring football. 

“When Coach Saban called me and asked if | would be 
interested, | was excited. The first thing | thought of was winning. 
| think anybody who follows college football realizes Coach Saban's 
record of success, what he's been able to accomplish in college 
football, and I'm all about that. 

“On top of that, being able to coach with some of the coaches 
that I’ve been around before in Jim McElwain, Bobby Williams, Sal 
Sunseri, and | have also worked with Mike Vollmar. These are people 
who have been important in my life and to be able to come back and 
work together means a lot.” 

Stoutland was a four-year letterman and three-year starter at 
inside linebacker at Southern Connecticut State (1980-84), where 
he was a team captain as a senior. He earned his bachelor’s degree in’ 
physical education in 1984 and added a master’s degree in exercise 
physiology from the school in 1986. He and his wife, Allison, who is 
a published children’s author, have two children, Jake and Madison. 

Stoutland has a hard act to follow. For the last four seasons, 
Pendry developed and oversaw one of the top offensive lines in the 
country. He tutored three first-team All-Americas during his tenure 
in center Antoine Caldwell, tackle Andre Smith, and guard Mike 
Johnson — all of whom are currently on NFL rosters. Most recently, 
tackle James Carpenter and guard Barrett Jones received first-team 
All-SEC recognition and Jones was a first-team Academic All- 
America. In addition, center William Viachos was a second-team All- 
SEC pick and tackle D.J. Fluker was named to the SEC All-Freshman 
team. His 2009 line played a key role in Alabama’s undefeated 
season and national championship, along with helping to clear the 


Oe 


way for Mark Ingram to win the school’s first Heisman Trophy. 

“My relationship with Joe goes way back and more than being 
an outstanding coach, he is a great friend,” said Saban. “We really 
appreciate all he did in his four years coaching at Alabama.” 

Saban also offered his best to Davis, who goes to the somewhat 
troubled staff Mack Brown is rehabilitating at Texas after a losing 


season. Davis has spent eight of his nine years in coaching under Saban. 


“We wish Bo Davis and his family the best at the University of Texas,” 
Saban said. “We've had the chance to work together at LSU, in Miami with 
the Dolphins, and here at Alabama, and Bo has done a great job with every 
responsibility he’s had. I’m sure he will do the same for Mack Brown and 
the program at Texas. We appreciate all of his hard work and dedication in 
terms of contributing to the success we've had at Alabama.” 

Saban added, “This is a great opportunity for Bo and we will 
certainly use this as an opportunity to improve our staff at The 
University of Alabama.” 

That opportunity comes in the person of Chris Rumpf, defensive 
ends coach at Clemson the past five years. Rumpf was also a four- 
year letterman at South Carolina in his playing days and was reported 
to have a good relationship with the nation’s number one prospect, 
Jadeveon Clowney, a defensive end from Rock Hill, South Carolina. 

Roy Philpott, publisher of CUTigers.com, said, “First of all he's a 
great recruiter. High school prospects really respond to his personality 
and energy. Plus | think he'll do well in Nick Saban’s system- 
especially after working with Kevin Steele the last two seasons.” 

Steele, former defensive coordinator under Saban, is now the 
defensive coordinator at Clemson. 
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Chris Rumpf 


Saban called Rumpf “the best possible” hire, adding, “He has 
an outstanding knowledge of the game, he is an excellent coach and 
teacher, as well as an outstanding recruiter.” 

In Rumph’s tenure at Clemson, the Tigers ranked among the 
top 25 nationally in scoring defense and total defense in each of 
those five years. The 2010 defense was 19th in total defense (320.3 
ypg) and 13th in scoring defense (18.8 ppg). Clemson appeared in 
bowl games to conclude each of those five seasons and won the ACC 
Atlantic Division Title in 2009. Rumph coached 2010 All-American 
Da’Quan Bowers, who led the nation in sacks (15.5) and was tied for 
first in the NCAA in tackles for loss (26). He also coached defensive 
end Phillip Merling, who was the number 32 overall pick by the 
Miami Dolphins in the 2008 NFL Draft. 

“I'm excited about the opportunity to join the staff at The 
University of Alabama and work with Coach Saban,” said Rumph. 
“He is the best head coach in college football and this is really a 
great chance learn from Coach Saban and further develop as a coach. 
Growing up in the Southeast, the history and tradition at Alabama 
is something | have appreciated since | was a kid and it will be an 
honor to coach at such a storied program.” 

Prior to his stint at Clemson, Rumph was the outside linebackers 
coach at Memphis for three years (2003-05). Memphis appeared 
in bowl games in each of his three seasons and won a total of 24 
games during that time. He was the defensive backs coach at South 
Carolina State in 2002 following a five-year stint as head coach at 
his high school alma mater, Calhoun County in South Carolina. 

He and his wife, Kila, have two sons, Christopher and Elijah. | 
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FOOTBALL BY KIRK MCNAIR 


ALABAMA GRADUATE HEADS UP 
SEC FOOTBALL OFFICIALS 


Steve Shaw moves from field to administration 


labama has dominated Southeastern 

Conference football since the league was 

formed in 1933. Today the Crimson Tide 
has the best facilities and the best coaches in the 
SEC. But one thing has been missing for Bama 
football since the mid-1990s, or so. 

The Crimson Tide has not had the benefit of 
the SEC’s best officiating crew. 

Steve Shaw, a veteran of SEC football 
officiating for more than 15 years, is widely 
acknowledged as the best referee, and his crew 
the best the conference has to offer. It has been 
selected for numerous bowl games, including two 
national championship contests and six other Bowl 
Championship Series games. It has been the crew 
for four SEC Championship Games. 

So why doesn't Alabama ever get Steve Shaw? 

Because he is an Alabama graduate, as are several members 
of his crew. Quite rightly, the SEC doesn't allow alumni to officiate 
games played by their old schools. 

And so the only times Bama has been able to enjoy the excellent 
Shaw work has been at spring games and special practices when the 


Alabama head coach has wanted everything to be as good as possible. 


It is good news for Steve Shaw and in one respect for the 
conference is that he will not longer be calling games beginning 
in the 2011 season. That's because he has been elevated to SEC 
Coordinator of Football Officials. 

SEC Commissioner Mike Slive made the appointment. 

Shaw replaces Rogers Redding, who served the SEC as the 
football officiating coordinator since 2006. Redding was recently 
named college football's national coordinator by the board of 
managers for the College Football Officiating, LLC. 

“Steve is considered one of the finest officials in the nation, 
“said Slive. “We are pleased to have someone of Steve’s extensive 
experience and knowledge to coordinate the conference's football 
officiating. His appointment to succeed Rogers was done with the 
unanimous support of the conference's athletics directors.” 

He has worked on the field for 14 post-season bow! games, 
including eight Bow! Championship Series games, including 


this year’s Rose Bowl (TCU vs. Wisconsin). 

He has officiated two national championship 
contests—-2000 Sugar Bowl (Florida State vs. 
Virginia Tech) and the 2005 Orange Bowl 
(Southern California vs. Oklahoma). He has also 
been the referee for four SEC Championship 
Games (1997, 1998, 2001 and 2006). 

““1 am humbled to follow in the footsteps of 
some great men in SEC officiating,” said Shaw. 
“From the father of SEC officiating, George 
Gardner, to the modern day leaders of Bobby 
Gaston and Rogers Redding, | have had the 
opportunity to learn from the best and to be able 
to build from a solid foundation.” 

Redding leaves the SEC after five years and 
will continue to be the Secretary-Rules Editor for 
the NCAA Football Rules Committee. “Rogers 
has made significant contributions to the SEC and college football 
officiating. We are pleased to have someone of Steve's stature to 
succeed him as the conference's coordinator,” added Slive. 

Prior to officiating in the SEC, Shaw worked for six years as an official 
in the Gulf South Conference and as a high school official for 14 years. 

He is currently on the Board of Directors for the National 
Association of Sports Officials and the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes for Central Alabama. He served as president of the 
Southeastern Football Officials Association in 2009-10. 

Shaw has worked for AT&T more than 30 years, most recently 
serving as general manager of the corporation's Connected Communities 
program. He has also held management positions including Business 
Sales, Network Engineering, Consumer Operations and Marketing. 

Active in the Birmingham community, he has just completed a 
six-year term of the Board of Directors for the St. Vincent's Hospital 
Foundation and also serves as vice chairman of the Region's 
Tradition, a PGA Champions event that has donated more than $10 
million to local charities. He has also been presented citations from 
the Alabama chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society and 
the United Way of Central Alabama for his fundraising efforts. Shaw, 
a cum laude graduate of The University of Alabama, is married to the 
former Jamelle Kabase. a 
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FOOTBALL BY A.P. STEADHAM 


ROLL TIDE, NATIONWIDE 


ESPN Commercial spreads Bama word 


held in New Orleans Tulane Stadium was the site of number 

one ranked Alabama's heart wrenching single point defeat to 
the Fighting Irish of Notre Dame in the inaugural clash of the two 
traditional titans. Red, Smith, the Pulitzer Prize winning sports 
columnist was on assignment for The New York Times. The final 
paragraph of his column was a commentary on the two most revered 
words uttered by the Alabama faithful. 

“Perhaps a personal concession is in order here. Notre Dame's 
victory was warmly welcomed, though not because of loyalty to alma 
mater. When fat insurance solicitors and ultra-high frequency matrons 
old enough to know better howl undergraduate cheers on buses and 
make the nights hideous with shouts of “Rrrrrrolllill, Tide!” anything 
that will silence them is warmly welcomed. Beano Cook of the 
American Broadcasting Company for the time being, is more tolerant. 
He says if you live in Alabama, your football team is all you've got.” 

The famed Alabama cheer was adapted from the last line of 
the fight song, “Yea, Alabama”, composed by Alabama engineering 
student and “The Rammer-Jammer” editor Ethelred Lundy (Epp) 
Sykes’s after the 1926 Rose Bowl. 

“He was appalled and having fun at the same time,” reflected Smith's 
son Terence, an award winning journalist and Notre Dame graduate. 
“Perhaps he was caught on a noisy bus on his way from the airport.” 

“Roll Tide” has come a long way since the evening one of 
America's premiere sports commentators unveiled the dual message. 
“Aloha Alabama” is the brand name of the ESPN commercial paying 
homage to the Crimson and White since mid December. 

“The Roll Tide phenomenon is a real living, breathing thing,” 
said Eric Steele, copywriter for the New York based creative ad 
agency Wieden + Kennedy hired by ESPN. “We figured the best way 
to capture the intangible authenticity was to go down there.” 

The intention was to communicate the fandom traditions to 
a wider audience. Steele said, “When we started thinking about 
Alabama and their fans, you could hear ‘Roll Tide’ in any scenario 
and not bat an eye. As outsiders to that world we started coming 
across it on the message boards. We really liked the idea of having 
fun with this secret code. We have some friends who are true 
Alabama fans. They talk as if they have this language of their own.” 

Exploring the connotations of two words in a forty-five second 
commercial was the challenge. “Conveying all these meanings, 
intonations and emotions seemed fun,” said Steele, a North Carolina 
native. “It became a matter of coming up with the biggest variety of 
situations.” The greeting and farewell synonymous with Alabama fans 


Ticsinte years ago on New Year's Eve night, the Sugar Bowl 
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was represented in the 12 sequences of the 45-second commercial. 
Fittingly the somber, reverent funeral ceremony was the final scene. 

Five days were spent in Birmingham and Tuscaloosa capturing 
the essence of Alabama according to Wieden + Kennedy producer 
Alison Hill. “The process in general is long from start to finish,” 

Hill, a West Virginia native, said. “Once the scripts are approved the 
project is turned over to my department. My role is to see the project 
out in terms of managing the schedule, the budgets and essentially 
hiring all the right people. Once we were on the shoot in Alabama, 
that is when you see everything you've worked on in the past month 
come to life. We were there to oversee the process and make sure the 
agency was getting what they wanted and the client was getting what 
they wanted and the overall product was as good as it could be.” 

After all the preliminary preparation has been completed, the 
fun began on the shoot. Hill said, “We were meeting local folks and 
getting to work with them and hear their stories of how the ‘Roll Tide’ 
moniker was deeply entrenched in the community. It was cool to go 
down there and see it in action.” 

Gauging from the internet, the spot is an enormous success. 
“Watching the comments rack up on You Tube, it seems like all the fans 
are digging it. It feels real to them. They get a good laugh. They say this 
is exactly how it is,” said Steele who had never witnessed the pageantry 
of a game in Tuscaloosa. “Being a college football fan, | knew it was a 
huge tradition in this rich world but | didn’t really have a clue as to the 
extent of ‘Roll Tide’ and how pervasive and unique that was.” 

After receiving word 'BAMA Magazine requested an interview, 
Steele and Hill exchanged a “Roll Tide” email equating to a high-five 
moment. Alabama is not the only school with a universally recognized 
cheer but the words embody more than a shout of encouragement. 
Steele said, “What's so cool about this is it had all these different 
shades of meaning. It covers any base which seemed fun to us.” 

Steele and Art Director Eric Cosper collaborated on the “Aloha 
Alabama” brand concept for the “It's Not Crazy, It’s Sports” 
campaign. “When we started talking about Alabama, it just rose to 
the top,” he said. The sports calendar required a spot tied to college 
football. Being ranked number one in pre-season was attractive to the 
creative ad agency. “You kind of detest the saying if you are a rival 
fan but you kind of have to respect it too,” said Steele. 

“The commercial is part of a campaign to celebrate the 
extraordinary moments, performances and examples of fandom,” said 
Kevin Kirksey, ESPN Senior Director of Marketing. “The campaign is 
really trying to get fans to talk and celebrate sports and help make 
sure ESPN is a part of that fan conversation.” Portraying the adoration 


surrounding one of college football's bluebloods was a perfect scenario. 

Kirksey, a Tennessee graduate, said, “It’s the spot we wanted to 
run around the networks coverage of the bowl season and the BCS 
National Championship Game. December is a really popular month 
for football. You can tell immediately we tapped in to the pride of The 
University of Alabama’s fan base including alumni and everyone else. 

“We spent a lot of time in Tuscaloosa and Birmingham. We 
shot with a lot of personalities and figures from the fan base and 
the organization. We took special care to make sure the spot was as 
accurate to the local community as it could be. | think the fans have 
reacted to it in kind. In measuring chatter it’s been one of the most 
talked about spots we've released in the campaign.” An encouraging 
sign of success was the constant banter from all SEC schools and 
other conferences. Even though the commercial highlighted Alabama, 
the cheer associated with “Dixie's Football Pride” transcended the 
school beyond the literal meaning. 

“The ‘Roll Tide’ commercial was particularly interesting 
because of its uniqueness, and its ability to capture a relatable 
truth in college sports,” said Amy Phillips, ESPN Public Relations 
representative. “The spot demonstrates how ‘Roll Tide’ has become 
a part of the vernacular of a whole region. A knowing exchange that 
conveys almost any sentiment between those of like mind and an 
affirmation of one’s faith in and loyalty to their team even if it’s not 
their alma mater.” 

Life may have imitated art. Converging on the set was the 
production crew comprised of individuals from Atlanta, Los Angeles, 
New Orleans and New York. They adopted the endearing phrase by the 
end of the November shoot. “You heard the director and the agency 
people closing off their sentences and conversation with ‘Roll Tide,’ 
which could have meant a number of things,” Kirksey remarked. “| 
think that is a compliment to the region and to the core idea.” 

Miss Alabama, Ashley Davis, and super fan Nathan Davis, no 
relation, were real life personalities hired for authenticity. Even the 
actors flown in from Los Angeles were either natives of the state or 
Southerners. “The fans of The University of Alabama were the most 
important viewers that were taken care of. Assuming we took care of 
the core fan base we knew that everybody else would love it.” 

A casting call was held in Tuscaloosa. Ken Gaddy, Paul W. 
Bryant Museum Director, attended on a lark. He had to pose for 
a head shot and wait for a call back just like any other hopeful 
extra. “They called me that night and said to be at the (Tuscaloosa 
Memorial Park) cemetery,” he said. “It was pouring down rain but 
it worked well for the shot.” The clip required about two and a half 
hours of 30 to 40 takes for the few seconds to make the final cut. 

Gaddy, holding a red umbrella in the spot, said, “We said ‘Roll Tide’ 
over 30 times. They wanted you to say it kind of somber and lower your 
head.” His pay of $100 was increased by $20 because of the conditions. 

One of the vignettes featured Erin Dacy, anchor for the Huntsville 
ABC affiliate, WAAY channel 31. Approached by her news director, Keith 
Lowhorne, she accepted the offer to appear in the commercial. “I’m 
thinking, ‘l can’t believe you even bothered to ask me if I'm interested. 
You know I’m crazy about Alabama football,’” exclaimed the 1991 
graduate. “We just shot in the studio and sent the video to ESPN.” 

She anticipated the cutting room floor. “I figured it would never 
see the light of day,” she said. She’s been astonished at the number 
of people contacting her about the appearance—family, friends, high 
school classmates and former colleagues. “| think the idea was to 
have it appear as though | was signing off from a newscast. Which if 
| had my way | would,” said the San Antonio, Texas native. 


FirsTNews 


IN THE VALLEY 


Erin Dacy was 
happy to ‘Roll Tide!’ 


Her selection was not coincidental. “The producer called looking 
to see if we had someone who was a staunch Alabama fan,” said 


* Lowhorne, an Auburn supporter. “Naturally | picked Erin. She and 


her husband Ben (Boles) are some of the biggest fans you could ever 
possibly ask for. He had done his research because he knew about 
Erin. They were looking for a TV personality.” 

The publicity has been exceptional for the station. People from 
all over the country have called to voice their approval. Even the 
station owners in Pennsylvania inquired about the prominent spot. 
Kirksey said, “We wanted to be true to the community and made sure 
we were featuring not just local celebrities but ones that had ties 
to The University. Erin fit the bill perfectly being an alumnus. Her 
affiliate being located in Huntsville gave us an opportunity to spread 
the reach past Birmingham and Tuscaloosa. She did a great job.” 

Viewing was above and beyond the projections according to 
Kevin Almond, Associate Athletics Director - Support Services and 
liaison for The University. “They anticipated 10,000 views and the 
actual number was 80,000 the first day on You Tube. It was the most 
viewed ESPN You Tube channel in December. They even received 
positive comments from some of our competitors. I’ve been told 
they plan to re-launch it next August at the start of football season 
because it’s gone so well. This increases our brand and exposure,” he 
said. Athletics Director Mal Moore approved the final product. 

Alabama’s passion has been in the words of Dallas Cowboy 
owner Jerry Jones “monetized” in the past. Upon winning the 1992 
National Championship, Sports Illustrated sold out of the Jim 
Valvano covered issue with a six page story about the Crimson Tide’s 
domination of the Miami Hurricanes. Immediately a special 12-page 
story with a Derrick Lassic front cover was rushed to the stands 
to satisfy the voracious appetite of the Alabama fans. The second 
version vanished off the magazine racks in record time subsequently 
causing the formation of an inaugural commemorative issue 
appropriately with ninety-two pages featuring the victorious Alabama 
Head Coach Gene Stallings atop the shoulders of his players gracing 
the cover. Henceforth, Sports Illustrated commemorative issues 
along with a DVD/video and school gear are routinely promoted on 
commercials during the televised championship events, college and 
pro. Crimson Tide exuberance resonated in the market place creating 
a niche forever allowing fans to celebrate championship teams. 

After reviewing the “Roll Tide” commercial, Terence Smith said, 
“That's terrific. | think the chant might have been a bit louder on the 
bus my father was on.” B 
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RECRUITING BY ANDREW BONE 


Tide commitments shine on big stages 


PREP PR 
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he University of 
Alabama has had more 
commitments playing in 


post-season events on a regular 
basis since Coach Nick Saban's 
arrival in Tuscaloosa. Three 
high-profile all-star games since 
the end of last football season 
have given fans a glimpse of 
future Tiders on a bigger stage 
against quality competition. 

The first post-season 
all-star game for Bama 
commitments was held in 
Mobile on December 11, the 
Alabama-Mississippi All-Star game at Ladd-Pebbles Stadium. 
Alabama had four commitments participating: Marvin Shinn, 
National 100 wide receiver from Vigor High School in Mobile; 
Danny Woodson, Jr., four-star wide receiver from LeFlore High 
School in Mobile; Daryl Collins, three-star wide receiver from 
Gadsden City High School; and Brent Calloway, four-star outside 
linebacker from Russellville High School. 

(More about Calloway in a moment.) 

The Alabama All-Stars defeated Mississippi 24-17 in double 
overtime. Alabama has a 17-7 advantage against Mississippi in the 
annual game. Danny Woodson, Jr., led all receivers with seven catches 
for 72 yards. Calloway led the team on defense with nine tackles. 

The Under Armour All-America game took place in St. 
Petersburg, Florida, at Tropicana Field on January 5. Players 
practiced throughout the week at Disney's Wide World of Sports 
Complex in Orlando. Alabama was well represented in the game 
with several commitments which included Trey DePriest, five-star 
linebacker from Springfield High School in Ohio; Bradley Sylve, 
four-star wide receiver from South Plaquemines High School in 
Port Sulphur, Louisiana; Ha’Sean Clinton-Dix, five-star safety from 


Xzavier Dickson 
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Bradley Sylve Marvin Shinn 


Dr. Phillips High School in Orlando; and Vinnie Sunseri, three-star 
middle linebacker from Northridge High School in Tuscaloosa. 

Ryan Kelly, four-star center from Lakota West High School 
in West Chester, Ohio, and Malcolm Faciane, three-star tight 
end from Picayune High School, Mississippi, were invited to the 
game. They did not participate due to recent knee surgeries. 
Marvin Shinn practiced for approximately 30 minutes the first 
day, but aggravated a sprained MCL. He did not practice the 
remainder of the week or play in the game. 

A recent tradition for some prospects is to announce their 
college choices at these all-star events. 

The University of Alabama landed Xzavier Dickson, National 
100 defensive end from Griffin High School in Georgia, when he 
announced during the game. 

The Red Team, which featured all the Alabama commitments 
except Dickson, won the contest, 24-22. Dickson was a standout 
on the White Team with six tackles and 1.5 sacks. Bradley Sylve 
demonstrated his speed in the game with a 92-yard kickoff return 
for a touchdown. Sylve is accustomed to finding the end zone 
on special teams. He returned eight kicks for touchdowns as a 
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Ha’Sean Clinton-Dix 


Trey DePriest 


senior. Sylve considered early enrollment, but he decided to run 
track this spring. 

“Coach (Burton) Burns came to my state championship 
game when | was a sophomore,” said Sylve. “My coach told me 
that Alabama really liked me. The next day | received an offer in 
the mail from Alabama saying they had an offer for me. | am not 
going to lie. LSU was number one on my list, but things change. 
| felt more comfortable at Alabama.” 

Ha’Sean Clinton-Dix committed to Alabama in the spring, 
but it was common knowledge the big three in the Sunshine 
State (Florida, Florida State, Miami) wouldn’t stop recruiting him 
until signing day. He spent a lot of time with future teammates in 
Orlando at the All-Star game. 

“| like the coaching staff a lot,” said Clinton-Dix who is 
known as Ha-Ha. “It’s a great environment there. | just felt at 
home. | am excited about getting there. | will have a great chance 
to play early. | hung out with a few of my future teammates like 
Trey (DePriest) and Vinnie (Sunseri). Our bond is pretty good. 

We are all joking and clowning. | feel like | can be myself around 
them. We are making big hits and making plays. | feel like we are 
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going to have a long run once 
we all get to Alabama.” 

Trey DePriest disappointed 
Buckeye fans when he selected 
Alabama. He didn’t disappoint 
anyone in Orlando, where he 
was a star in practices. The 
6-foot-2, 230-pound prospect 
was recruited as a middle 
linebacker. He is enrolled at 
Alabama and will participate in 

» Spring practice with the Tide. 

4 “It's very exciting to get 
there early,” said DePriest. 
“Who wouldn't want to play 

as a freshman? A lot of people don’t have the opportunity to do 

it. | can get an early start on learning the system and defense. 

Alabama recruited me to play inside linebacker. They want me to 

come in and be a leader on the defense. They want me to be able 

make the play calls and all the checks.” 

Ryan Kelly was another elite prospect from the Buckeye 
State who decided to play in the SEC for the Tide. He suffered a 
major blow in his final game of the season tearing his ACL and 
LCL. Kelly was invited to participate in the Under Armour game, 
and although he did not play, he still spent the week in Orlando 
with the All-Americans from across the country. Kelly expects to 
start running again in March and is hopeful to be 100 per cent 
by the time he arrives in Tuscaloosa in the summer. 

“The week was pretty bad,” said Kelly. “I really wish | could 
have been out there practicing with those guys. | am coming 
from Ohio, so one positive thing is that | got a tan. Practice was 
pretty boring for me and Malcolm (Faciane). We are both out 
with injuries. Practice is boring enough for the guys who are out 
there. All we can do is throw the ball. We were trying to entertain 
ourselves as much as we could.” 
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Vinnie Sunseri 
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“| THINK THE 
QUARTERBACK SITUATION 
IS REALLY GOOD,” ELY SAID 
ABOUT ALABAMA. “I WILL 
GET UP THERE AFTER THIS 
GAME, AND | AM READY 
TO GET UP THERE AND 
GET SETTLED IN. | WANT 
TO GET ON CAMPUS AND 
THEN GET TO LEARNING 
THAT OFFENSE.” 


PHILLIP ELY Dee Hart 


Vinnie Sunseri, son of Alabama linebackers coach Sal 
Sunseri, had a monster senior season with 144 tackles, three 
interceptions and two fumbles returned for touchdowns. He will 
participate in spring practice as an early enrollee. Sunseri played 
on the same defense in the Under Armour game with a couple of 
future teammates with Trey DePriest and Ha’Sean Clinton-Dix. 

“It was just an amazing experience to be out there playing on 
the same defense with guys | am playing with in the future like 
Trey and Ha-Ha,” said Sunseri. 

“In high school football you are counted on to make every 
play. This teaches you to trust your teammates because these 
guys are great players. It helps get you ready for college. | know if 
| miss a play Trey is going to be right there. If a play gets behind 
us we know Ha-Ha will be there.” 

The U.S. Army All-American game was held in San Antonio, 
Texas at the Alamodome in front of a record crowd of 37,893. The 
University of Alabama had three commitments selected to participate 
which included Danny Woodson, Jr., Brent Calloway and Phillip Ely, 
three-star quarterback from Plant High School in Tampa, Fla. 

Calloway decomitted from Alabama during the U.S. Army game 
and switched his commitment to Auburn. He had been committed 
to the Tide since his sophomore year. Alabama gained a commitment 
at the same game when Dee Hart, National 100 running back from 
Dr. Phillips High School in Orlando announced for Bama. 

Hart earned the game’s MVP award with eight carries for 
101 yards. He helped lead the East team to a 13-10 victory. He 
was the first running back to ever rush for more than 100 yards 
in the game which has included players such as Adrian Peterson 
and Beanie Wells. Hart was also named the U.S. Army National 
Player of the Year. 

Hart caused a little bit of drama when he first arrived in San 
Antonio and announced his commitment to Alabama. There is the 
suspicion that he was encouraged to back off his commitment for 
the sake of television ratings for the game. 

Hart had orginally committed to Michigan, but he was the 
last announcement in the fourth quarter at the U.S. Army game. 
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Phillip Ely 


“| always liked Bama,” said Hart. “First of all, a lot of things 
came up. The coaching change at Michigan and me trying to get 
into school early. | didn’t know what coach was going to be there. 
| was going into a situation where | didn’t know anybody | had 
good relationship with and come in early knowing that they were 
going to be there to help me. When they were leaving, Alabama 
was just always a place | wanted to go.” 

Phillip Ely received heavy praise throughout the week from 
the player evaluators in San Antonio. 

“| think the quarterback situation is really good,” Ely said 
about Alabama. “I will get up there after this game, and | am 
ready to get up there and get settled in. | want to get on campus 
and then get to learning that offense.” 

Danny Woodson, Jr., was a star in the Alabama-Mississippi 
All-Star game and one of the top receivers in San Antonio 
throughout the week of practice. The 6-foot-2, 198-pounder may 
challenge for immediate playing time in Tuscaloosa with the loss 
of Julio Jones to the NFL draft. 

“| just went out there to work hard,” said Woodson. “| 
went out there to compete and get better every day. Everybody 
impressed me. It was a blessing to be out here competing with 
the best players in the country. It was a big honor.” 

Three Alabama commitments participated in the Offense- 
Defense All-American game, held December 31 in Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina. They were D. J. Pettway, three-star defensive 
end from Catholic High School in Pensacola, Florida; Isaac 
Luatua, three-star offensive guard from La Miranda High School 
in California; and Chris Jones, three-star cornerback from Minor 
High School in Adamsville. The West defeated the East, 35-21. 

“The game went really good,” said Pettway. “| met a couple 
recruits going to Bama like Chris Jones and Isaac Luatua. It was 
cool to hang out with them. We are all good friends now. | felt 
like | did pretty good out there. The game was fun. Our team lost, 
but | did pretty good. | had five tackles and a couple of hurries. | 
was playing defensive end in the game.” | 

Follow Andrew Bone on twitter at http://twitter.com/andrewjbone 
Reach Andrew Bone at abone@scout.com 


2012 ALABAMA FOOTBALL PROSPECTS 


2012 Alabama Football Prospects as determined by Andrew Bone of ’BAMA Magazine and Scout Media 
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Kwon Alexander, 6-2, 210, 4.6, LB, Oxford 

Vadal Alexander, 6-5, 329, OT, Buford, Ga. 

*Dakota Ball, 6-2, 282, DT, Lindale, Ga. (Pepperell) 
Zach Banner, 6-9, 295, OT, Lakewood, Wash. (Lakes) 


*Deion Belue, 6-0, 170, CB, Booneville, Miss. (Northeast Mississippi C.C.) 


Chris Black, 5-11, 160, WR, Jacksonville, Fla. (First Coast) 


Travis Blanks, 6-1, 193, 4.5, CB, Tallahassee, Fla. (North Florida Christian) 


Connor Brewer, 6-3, 190, QB, Scottsdale, Ariz. (Chaparral) 

Nathan Cole, 6-2, 195, WR, Memphis, Tenn. (Mitchell) 

Derek David, 6-4, 228, MLB, Rockdale, Texas 

Matt Davis, 6-1, 198, QB, Houston, Texas (Klein Forest) 

Torshiro Davis, 6-3, 210, 4.6, DE, Baton Rouge, La. (Woodlawn) 
Mario Edwads, 6-4, 240, DE, Denton, Texas (Ryan) 

Trae Elston, 6-0, 170, CB, Oxford 

Quay Evans, 6-3, 300, DT, Morton, Miss. 

Leonard Floyd, 6-5, 217, DE, Eastman, Ga. (Dodge County) 

Brian Gala, 6-3, 260, 06, Baltimore, Md. (Gilman) 

Eddie Goldman, 6-3, 290, 5.3, DT, Washington D.C. (Edison-Friendship) 
Dorial Green-Beckham, 6-5, 210, WR, Springfield, Mo. (Hillcrest) 
Adam Griffith, 5-9, 165, K, Calhoun, Ga. 

*Caleb Gulledge, 6-4.5, 280, DE, Prattville 

Nick James, 6-5, 340, DT, Long Beach, Miss. 

Jordan Jenkins, 6-2.5, 225, 4.69, DE, Hamilton, Ga. (Harris County) 
Cyrus Jones, 5-10, 185, 4.47, RB, Baltimore, Md. (Gilman) 


Matt Jones, 6-3, 210, RB, Seffner, Fla. (Armwood) 

Greyson Lambert, 6-5, 185, QB, Jesup, Ga. (Wayne County) 

Dillon Lee, 6-3.5, 220, LB, Buford, Ga. 

Gunner Kiel, 6-4, 200, OB, Columbus, Ind. (East) 

Keith Marshall, 5-11, 180, 4.32, RB, Raleigh, N.C. (Millbrook) 

Caleb Peterson, 6-4, 292, 06, Auburn 

Zeke Pike, 6-5, 225, QB, Ft. Mitchell, Ky. (Dixie Heights) 

Sean Price, 6-4, 210, 4.75, TE, Citra, Fla. (North Marion) 

*Reggie Ragland, 6-4, 245, MLB, Madison (Bob Jones) 

Terry Richardson, 5-9, 155, 4.5, CB, Detroit, Mich. (Cass Tech) 
Jovon Robinson, 6-0, 215, RB, Memphis, Tenn. (Wooddale) 

Shaq Roland, 6-1, 180, S, Lexington, S.C. 

Barry Sanders, Jr., 5-9, 180, RB, Oklahoma City, Okla. (Heritage Hall) 
Justin Shanks, 6-4, 294, DT, Prattville 

Geno Smith, 5-11, 160, 4.47, CB, Atlanta, Ga. (St. Pius X) 

Dwayne Stanford, 6-4, 200, WR, Cincinnati, Ohio (Taft) 

John Theus, 6-6, 292, 5.12, OT, Jacksonville, Fla. (The Bolles School) 
*Justin Thomas, 5-11, 180, 4.34, QB, Prattville 

Channing Ward, 6-4, 220, 4.5, DE, Aberdeen, Miss. 

*Eddie Williams, 6-4, 205, 4.5, S, Panama City Beach, Fla. (Arnold) 
Leonard Williams, 6-5, 250, DE, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Mainland) 
Trey Williams, 5-8, 175, RB, Houston, Texas (Andy Dekaney) 


Jameis Winston, 6-4, 190, QB, Hueytown 


“Committed to Alabama 
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RYAN LEAF Rotint 

(1998 NFL Draft first round, second overt Ce - 

Leaf was a 1997 Heisman Trophy finalist, finishing third behind 
Michigan's Charles Woodson and Tennessee’s Peyton Manning. Leaf 
skipped his senior year at Washington State to enter the 1998 draft 
as a highly regarded quarterback prospect, and was the first pick of 
the San Diego Chargers, second overall in the draft behind Manning 
(Indianapolis Colts). 

In his rookie year, Leaf threw two touchdown passes, 15 
interceptions and had a passer rating of 39. He was placed on 
injured reserve (shoulder) in his second season, and his reputation as 
a hothead and poor sport began making headlines. Verbal altercations 
with coaches, teammates, fans and media were widely reported, and 
the rookie with the highest-ever signing bonus at the time ($11.25 
million) was called a potential bust. 

In 2000, Leaf played four games, but continued to be hampered 
by injury and poor play. He was released by the Chargers after three 
years, had brief stints with the Buccaneers, Cowboys and Seahawks, 
and finally retired with a career passer rating of 50. 


TODD MARINOVICH 
(1991 NFL Draft first round, 24th overall pick) 

Marinovich was groomed to play football from the day he was 
born — at one month old, the infant’s hamstrings were being stretched 
by his father as a conditioning drill. Highly touted throughout his school 
years, Marinovich signed with USC. Although Sporting News named 
him College Freshman of the Year, his personal problems off the field 
sparked rumors of habitual marijuana use. Marinovich was arrested on 
cocaine possession charges in his third year at USC and soon after left 
the university to enter the NFL Draft. 

Taken as the Raiders’ first pick, the 24th overall in 1991, 
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Marinovich did not stat a game until the Raiders’ final regular-season 
game against the Kansas City Chiefs. Although it was a loss, he 
impressed the coaches and started again against the Chiefs in the 
playoffs...but the Raiders lost again, 10-6. 

Marinovich had mediocre stats in 1992, and, after persistent drug- 
use rumors and failed drug tests, he was done in the NFL after two short 
years. How much of an NFL bust was Marinovich? He was drafted ahead 
of legendary quarterback Brett Favre. 


BRIAN BOSWORTH 


(1987 supplemental draft, first overall pick) 

“The Boz” was one of the greatest collegiate linebackers of all 
time. An All-American at Oklahoma, Bosworth won the Dick Butkus 
Award (as the nation’s premier linebacker) in two consecutive years 
(1985, 1986). But Bosworth also was extremely controversial. After 
testing positive for steroids, he was banned from playing in the 
1987 Orange Bowl. As a protest, Bosworth showed off his “NCAA” 
shirt with the slogan “National Communists Against Athletes” while 
standing on the sidelines at that game. 

After he graduated early, Bosworth declared for the NFL 
Supplemental Draft and was taken by the Seattle Seahawks. He made 
headlines right away, not only for landing the highest rookie contract 
at that time, but also for his larger-than-life personality. Before a now- 
legendary Monday night football game, Bosworth promised to keep Los 
Angeles Raiders running back Bo Jackson in check. Jackson ended 
up running for 229 yards and, to add insult to injury, went one-on-one 
with Bosworth at the goal line and scored the touchdown. Two years 
after he was drafted, Bosworth retired because of a shoulder injury. 
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LAWRENCE PHILLIPS 
(1996 NFL Draft first round, sixth overall) 

Phillips was a beast of a running back at Nebraska. In his third 
year with the Cornhuskers in 1995, he was even touted as a leading 
Heisman Trophy candidate. But early that season, Phillips was 
arrested on charges of assaulting a woman on Nebraska's basketball 
team. He was suspended, but later returned for some late-season 
games and the Fiesta Bowl, and his draft status improved enough 
that he declared early for the draft. 

The St. Louis Rams selected Phillips in the first round, despite 
the obvious character issues, and they ended up paying for it dearly. 
Phillips was released by both the Rams and the Dolphins in his 
second year (1997), then played for the 49ers for part of the 1999 
season. After a brief stint in the NFL Europe, AFL and CFL, Phillips 
went through a series of arrests involving assault, assault with a 
deadly weapon and auto theft. He was sentenced to more than 31 
years in prison in 2009. 


MATT LEINART 
(2006 NFL Draft first round, 10th overall) 

Leinart played quarterback at USC and enjoyed plenty of media 
attention there. The 2004 Heisman Trophy winner, he guided the 
Trojans to a BCS championship victory over the Oklahoma Sooners 
and was named the MVP of the game. In '05, Leinart again guided 
USC to the BCS championship game, where the Trojans lost a 
memorable 41-38 thriller to Texas. 

The Arizona Cardinals selected Leinart as their first pick, and 
Leinart signed after a lengthy holdout. But a series of injuries, including 
a collarbone fracture, derailed his efforts to prove that his arm was better 
than most pundits believed. While rehabbing from his collarbone injury, 
Leinart's reputation as a party boy was heightened when photos of him 
in a hot tub at a beer-bong party surfaced on the Internet. 
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After Leinart suffered a shaky start in the 2008 season, Kurt Warner 
was named the starting quarterback and took the Cardinals to their first 


.NFC championship game and the Super Bowl. Leinart was retained in a 


backup role for 2008 and 2009, but after he lost the starting position to 
Derek Anderson in 2010, the Cardinals released him. Leinart was on the 
Houston Texans’ roster in 2010 as a backup quarterback. 


TONY MANDARICH 
(1989 NFL Draft first round, second overall) 

In 1989, the hype behind offensive tackle Tony Mandarich was 
incredible; as an example, he was nicknamed “The Incredible Bulk” 
for a cover story in Sports Illustrated. After a spectacular career at 
Michigan State, Mandarich was selected as the second overall pick 
in the 1989 draft by the Green Bay Packers. 

Unfortunately, things fell apart very quickly, beginning with 
Mandarich’s lengthy holdout before joining the Packers and ending 
with his underachieving performances and eventual admission of 
steroid use. Mandarich was released after three years with the Packers. 


ERIC CROUCH 
(2002 NFL Draft third round, 95th overall) 

A highly decorated high school athlete in Nebraska, Eric Crouch 
had a great career at the University of Nebraska, demonstrating 
talent in both passing and running the ball. In 2001, Crouch won 
the Heisman Trophy, but because of concerns about his height (6-0), 
Crouch wasn’t taken until the third round of the 2002 draft, by the 
St. Louis Rams. 

The Rams immediately converted Crouch to wide receiver, so he 
left the team. After brief stops at Green Bay and Kansas City, Crouch 
ended up with the Hamburg Sea Devils in NFL Europe. In 2006, 
Crouch signed with the CFL’s Toronto Argonauts, but he again was just 
a reserve quarterback. By 2007, his career in football was over. 
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TOM BRADY “COM 
(2000 NFL Draft, sixth round, 199th overall) 

In his first two years at Michigan, Tom Brady was a backup 
quarterback who reportedly was listed as low as seventh on the 
depth chart. He eventually started in 1998 and 1999, but his 
career was nothing spectacular, although he did display consistency. 
Nevertheless, he had good mechanics and was a classic NFL 
prototype quarterback, and the New England Patriots selected him as 
a potential backup to Drew Bledsoe. 

In Brady’s second year with the Patriots, he was put to action after 
Bledsoe suffered a serious injury. By the end of the season, Brady had 
guided the Pats to the playoffs by leading them to wins in 11 of the 14 
games he started. The Patriots went on to Super Bowl XXXVI, where they 
beat the Rams, and Brady was named the Stiper Bowl MVP. 

Brady has won three of the four Super Bowls in which he has 
played, and twice won the Super Bowl MVP awards. 


DARYLE LAMONICA 
(1963 AFL Draft, 24th round, 188th overall pick) 

Lamonica really didn’t blossom until he was traded from the 
Buffalo Bills to the Oakland Raiders in 1967, In his first year with the 
Raiders, Lamonica threw for 30 touchdowns and eventually earned 
the nickname “The Mad Bomber.” If the situation was second-and-1, 
Lamonica more often than not went deep with a long ball. 

Lamonica guided the Raiders to three AFL Western Division titles, 
as well as Super Bowl ||, where they lost to the Green Bay Packers. 
Under Lamonica, the Raiders proved that the AFL was a force. He had 
the highest winning percentage of any AFL quarterback, at 90 percent. 


Rob Tringali/SportsChrome/Getty, Vernon Biever/Getty, James Flores/Getty 
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WES WELKER (undrartea) 


If ever an NFL player were a shocking Cinderfella, Wes Welker would 
have to be it. Welker had a great career at Texas Tech, but the only reason 
he even played there was because a recruit backed out of a scholarship 
offer at the last minute, and Welker took his place. He tied the NCAA 
record for career punt returns for touchdowns with eight, in addition to 
catching 250 passes for more than 3,000 yards in his college career. Still, 
he was only 5-9, and NFL scouts were not interested. He wasn’t invited to 
the NFL Scouting Combine, and went undrafted in the 2004 draft. 

Welker signed as a free agent with the San Diego Chargers in 
2004, but was cut after his first game and eventually signed with the 
Miami Dolphins. After two seasons as a productive backup, Welker 
was traded to the Patriots for two draft picks. Since then, the one- 
time All-Pro and two-time Pro Bow! player has been one of the most 
consistent receivers in the NFL. 


ROCKY BLEIER 
(1968 NFL Draft 16th round, 417th overall pick) 

Bleier was a war hero, having been drafted into service in 1968 
after his rookie season with the Pittsburgh Steelers. He volunteered 
for duty in Vietnam, and in 1969, a grenade injured his leg, and 
doctors said he would never play football again. A card sent from 
Steelers owner Art Rooney inspired Bleier to rehab from his injury 
and return to Pittsburgh. 

Though Bleier’s weight had plummeted to 180 pounds, he 
fought hard to regain a prominent role with the Steelers. Franco 
Harris was the primary running back, but Bleier’s powerful blocks 
and gashes up the middle were noticed by the Steelers organization, 
and he was given more carries. In 1976, Bleier and Harris became 
the second NFL rushing tandem to each rush for more than 1,000 
yards in one season, When he retired after the 1980 season, he was 
the Steelers’ fourth all-time leading rusher. | 
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Jay Seawell 


Yacht Club in Tuscaloosa when a slowdown 

in play allowed his playing partners to talk to 
him about Namath’s success in athletics, notably 
as an all-time great quarterback at Alabama and 
in leading the New York Jets to Super Bowl victory. 
“I've always been quick,” Namath said. “And this 
is the only sport I've ever played where quickness 
wasn't an advantage.” 

Speed is not considered to be a good thing 
in golf. But going full bore in recruiting is a very 
good thing in college golf. Heading into his ninth 
year at the helm of the Alabama men’s golf team, 
Coach Jay Seawell keeps adding top performers. 
As a result, expectations are the highest in the 
59-year history of the sport at Bama. 

How high? 

“We want to win the national championship and win the 
conference,” Seawell said. “That's what we're shooting for. We have 
those as goals but we really stress to be the best we can be. We want 
to give ourselves a chance to win with five or six holes left to play.” 

Alabama goes into spring play ranked fourth in the nation 
behind UCLA, Oklahoma State, and Florida. 

Where to start? How about returning All-America Bud Cauley. In 
19 tournaments and 56 rounds in his first two seasons, Cauley has 
averaged 71.76 strokes per round. He has been even or under par in 
10 tournaments. 

Last season, Cauley collected wins at the Isleworth Collegiate 
Invitational in October and the Linger Longer Invitational in March. 
Additionally, Cauley tied for fourth place at the Jerry Pate National 
Intercollegiate and picked up top-10 finishes at the PING/Golfweek 
Invitational, the John Hyatt Collegiate Invitational, and the Augusta 
State Invitational. 

The Jacksonville, Florida, native finished the season with a 71.32 
scoring average and ranked fifth in the Golfweek/Sagarin Ratings 
Index. Cauley was selected as a finalist for the Ben Hogan Award. 

But golf is not a one-man team. Fellow junior Hunter Hamrick 
was an honorable mention All-America last year and joined Cauley as 
a first team All-Southeastern Conference performer. Additionally, Lee 
Knox was named to the 2010 SEC All-Freshman team. 

Hamrick had wins at the Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate and the 
Western Refining All-American Classic. The Montgomery native also tied 


J oe Namath was on the 15th tee at NorthRiver 
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Seawell adds talent to already strong team 


for first at the Schenkel E-Z-Go Invitational but fell 
in a playoff on the first hole to miss out on medalist 
honors. Hamrick turned in the Crimson Tide's top 
performance in the SEC Championship with a tie 
for fourth place and finished the year with a 72.21 
stroke average. 

Seawell said, “I think their (Cauley and 
Hamrick) work ethic and what they do by example, 
how they practice and prepare will already do 
great things. | do want them to have a sense of 
communicating to the younger guys what it means 
to be Alabama golf. We've tried to formulate that 
in words, but there is some pride in that, there 
is some family in that. There are a lot of people 
who've worked very hard to make Alabama golf a 
good name. And their job is to really communicate 
that to the young people.” 

After redshirting in his first year at Alabama, Knox was a regular 
in the lineup for the Tide last year. The Augusta, Georgia, native 
played in 10 tournaments and had a 74.82 scoring average. His 69 
in the final round of the SEC Championship Tournament gave him a 
16th place individual finish. 

Those three continued stellar play at the conclusion of the 
college season last year. Hamrick and Knox claimed state amateur 
championships in Alabama and Georgia and Cauley finished fifth in 
the Southern Amateur at Shoal Creek in Birmingham. 

Junior Hunter Slatton of Tuscaloosa has had his moments in his 
first two seasons at Alabama, including an under-par performance 
in helping Bama to the 2009 Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate in 
just Slatton’s second college tournament. Last year at the NCAA East 
Regional, Slatton--who was born in Augusta, Georgia--closed with a 
71 and finished a very respectable five-over-par tournament. 

Most men who play at the level of Cauley, Hamrick, et al, have 
established credentials by the time they are 15. Tide sophomore 
Scott Strohmeyer didn’t start playing golf until he was 15. After 
redshirting his first year at Bama, the Auburn native played in all 11 
Crimson Tide tournaments last year. He had a 75.03 scoring average 
in 31 rounds. He was one-under-par in helping Bama to the 2009 
Pate championship and had a very fine two-over-par performance in 
the NCAA East Regional. 

Also returning for Bama is senior Philip Weaver of Tuscaloosa, 

a former U.S. Amateur participant. His best round (69) and best 
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Hunter Hamrick is one of 
nation’s top playters 


Name Class (Exp) Het Wgt Hometown (Last School) 

Hunter Bronson Sr (HS) 6-0 170 Mobile (UMS-Wright) 

Bud Cauley Jr (2L) 5-7 150 Jacksonville, Fla. (Home Schooled) 
Hunter Hamrick Jr (2L) 5-9 155 Montgomery (Montgomery Academy) 
Lee Knox So (1L) 5-11 165 Augusta, Ga. (Augusta Preparatory Day) 
Trey Mullinax Fr (HS) 6-2 210 Gardéndale (Gardendale) 

Hunter Slatton Jr (2L) 6-5 215 Tuscaloosa (Northridge) 

Scott Strohmeyer So (1L) 6-3 180 Auburn (Auburn) 

Phillip Weaver Sr (1L) 6-1 170 Tuscaloosa (Northridge) 

Cory Whitsett Fr (HS) 6-O 175 Houston, Texas (Memorial) 

Bobby Wyatt Fr (HS) 5-11 175 Mobile (UMS-Wright) 


Head Coach Jay Seawell 
Assistant Coach Scott Limbaugh 


tournament (six-over-par) came in the Pate Intercollegiate as a 
sophomore. The Academic All-SEC performer had a 73.17 scoring 
average as a soph and has a career scoring average of 76.33. 

If that was all Alabama had, the Tide would be considered a 
formidable team. But Alabama has more. Much more. 

Bama has added an ultra-talented group of newcomers, 
generally considered the best recruiting class in the nation. 

Cory Whitsett, the 2007 U.S. Junior Amateur champion, will 
pair with Bobby Wyatt, a four-time winner of the Alabama Boys’ 
State Junior Championship, to form an outstanding mix of youth and 
experience at the top of the Crimson Tide’s lineup. 

“I'm looking forward to seeing Cory and Bobby,” Seawell said. “I 
think they're going to make each other better. | think Cory and Bobby 
want to find out how good Bud and Hunter are and then conversely 
the older guys want to find out how good the young guys are. Bud 
and Hunter have done it on the college level for two years now and 
the young guys haven't yet. | think the energy the young guys are 
going to bring, plus the talent, and then the leadership and the talent 
of the older guys - I'm hoping it’s going to be a great fit and give us a 
chance to win some championships.” 

Whitsett and Wyatt come to Alabama as the number one and number 
two ranked junior golfers, according to Golfweek, in 2009-2010. 

In addition to his U.S. Junior title in 2007, Whitsett, a left- 
hander from Houston, won the Western Junior and the AJGA's Rolex 
Tournament of Champions in 2008. 

Wyatt, who achieved national fame for his second-round 57 
last summer in the Alabama Boys’ State Junior Championship at his 
home course, The Country Club of Mobile, is the first to win the Boys’ 
State Junior more than twice, Wyatt won it four times. In his most 
recent win, he shot an 18-under 195, with scores of 68-57-70, to 
finish six shots ahead of his nearest competitor. 

“They (Whitsett and Wyatt) could have gone anywhere they 
wanted to in the country but they came to Alabama,” Seawell said. 
“They're good enough to start for any team. They have great golf talent, 
but what | like about them is they are winners. They know how to win 
tournaments. Bobby has won the Alabama State Junior four years in a 
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row. Cory won the U.S. Junior as well as multiple tournaments. | like 
that they are winners and they know how to win. They have a great 
amount of talent, there is no potential — they already have winning 
talent. | think that’s the biggest asset they are going to bring to us. 
They want to win and that’s why they came here.” 

Two others are new to the team. Trey Mullinax, a freshman from 
Gardendale, would have been the top junior in Alabama if not for 
Wyatt. Mullinax had a second and a third in the Boys’ State behind 
Wyatt. Hunter Bronson, a Presidential Scholar from Mobile, is a 
senior at Alabama. Injuries derailed his career, but last summer he 
qualified for the U.S. Amateur. 

Seawell doesn't deny high expectations for this team. 

“Iron sharpens iron,” Seawell said. “With our team, you’re not 
going to be able to take a day off. You're not going to get away with 
an average day. You are going to have to be your best every day if you 
want to get in the van or on the plane. You are going to have to be 
more prepared every day at practice, sharper with your workouts and 
sharper with your time on the golf course. By being sharper every day, 
by the time we get to the tournaments, we're going to be ready to 
play. We'll have five guys ready to compete for the win. The depth is 
going to help so much with the preparation and gives us a chance to 
be a very, very, very good team.” 

In the fall Bama won two tournaments, the Carpet Capital 
Collegiate and the Isleworth Collegiate, finished third in the Pate 
Intercollegiate and fourth at the Olympia Fields. 

“We have two philosophies,” Seawell said. “We want to play 
against the best and we want to play on the best, most challenging 
golf courses. That’s how you find out what kind of players you have. “ 

Seawell changed the spring schedule, adding some two-day 
tournaments so the team would have more competition before the 
SEC Tournament “instead of just sitting at home and practicing. 
Practicing can get a little boring sometimes as you do it week in 
and week out. You need to play. So we added more dates in the 
spring so we can be a little sharper on the course, hopefully, by SEC 
Championship time.” 


That's quick thinking, which does help in golf. a 
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Fall performance leads to top spring ranking 


Mic Potter 


women’s golf tournament at the 

Traditions Club in Bryan, Texas. In May, 
the NCAA Women's Championship Tournament 
will be held on that same course. That’s the 
primary reason that most of the nation’s top 
teams were in Bryan, just off the campus of 
Texas A&M, last September. 

Alabama came away with the September 
championship. The goal is to win there in May. 

Although golf is considered a spring sport, 
there is a limited fall schedule, and after it 
was over the Crimson Tide of Coach Mic Potter 
was the nation’s number one team. Both 
the Golfweek/Sagarin and Golf World/NCAA 
Coaches polls had Alabama number one after 
the Tide won the NCAA Preview Tournament in Bryant and the 
Tar Heel Invitational and finishing second at the SEC-Pac-10 
Challenge and sixth at the Mason Rudolph. 

As a team, Bama had eight rounds under par and one at even 
par. The Crimson Tide set the single-round school record three 
times and had four individual rounds of 66 or better. The team 
averaged almost three strokes below par per round at 284.25. 

That ranking wasn’t accomplished without individual 
excellence, which is also reflected in post-fall rankings. 

Junior Brooke Pancake led Alabama in the fall with a 
70.25 scoring average and earned a Golfweek/Sagarin rating as 
the nation’s number three player. The native of Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, claimed her first individual title at the Tar Heel 
Invitational, shooting a career-low 11-under-par 205. She had 
another top-five finish and did not finish outside of the top 10. 

Senior Camilla Lennarth ranked 10th in the nation with her 
70.83 scoring average. The Stockholm, Sweden, native played 
nine of her 12 rounds under par and finished in the top five in 
three of Alabama’s four tournaments. 


B ack in September, they held a college 
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Sophomore Jennifer Kirby is the third 
Alabama player to average under par in fall 
tournaments with a 71.67 average. The 
Canadian had six rounds under par, two top five 
finishes, and ranks 18th in the nation. 

In addition to those veterans, newcomer 
Stephanie Meadow earned a national ranking of 
48th going to her first spring season. 

Alabama is not a flash in the pan. The 
Crimson Tide is coming off the best season in 
program history. With key performers returning 
and talented newcomers added to the roster, 
Potter is understandably enthusiastic. 

“It's definitely the strongest lineup since 
I've been here,” Potter said. “Probably one of 
the best teams I've coached. | think in golf you 
can project that a little bit in that they are continuing to play at 
the level they have been and continuing to get better. 

“If you look at our performance last year with Camilla 
Lennarth, Jennifer Kirby and Brooke Pancake, we had three girls 
who were competitive every time they went out. All three of them 
were around the top of the leader board and had the opportunity 
to win tournaments. Then when you throw (incoming freshman) 
Stephanie Meadow in there, who has been on that level in junior 
tournaments, it looks like we have another girl that plays on the 
level that those three do.” 

Last season the Crimson Tide trio of Lennarth, Pancake, and 
Kirby earned All-America honors; Bama’s Susan Rosenstiel was 
selected as the National Assistant Coach of the Year; and Potter 
was East Region Coach of the Year. 

Alabama won its first SEC Championship, finished third at 
the NCAA Championships, had three All-America players, two 
first-team AII-SEC selections, the SEC Freshman of the Year 
(Kirby), the SEC Student-Athlete of the Year (Pancake), an NCAA 
Elite 88 winner (Pancake), captured two tournament titles and 
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Camilla Lennarth is senior 
leader for Bama women 


University of Alabama 


set school records for team season scoring average (293.63), 
single- round scoring (278), the 54-hole scoring record (848) 
and the 72-hole scoring record (1,157). 

“| think we're at a level where our goals are to compete 
for the SEC Championship, a regional championship, and the 
national championship,” Potter said. “To be honest, we don’t 
talk about that a whole lot. We talk about getting the job done 
as individuals on a shot-by-shot basis. Hopefully, we preached 
enough that the girls understand if we do that, and adhere to 
that, they are going to be in competition for a championship no 
matter what tournament we are in. 

“When we walk on the first tee of our first tournament, 
| expect us to have the same mindset that we do in the SEC 
Tournament. That is: This is the shot | have to hit. How do | hit 
it? What is my routine? 

“Then go to the next shot and do the same thing. Throughout 
the year that is what we preach and try to expound upon-your 
next shot is the only important one.” 

That teaching has led to Lennarth setting a Bama single 
season scoring record (72.59), helping Pancake to a special 
NCAA award as the top student in the finals (4.0 grade point 
average and one-under-par tournament); and Kirby being the first 
Tide freshman to earn All-America honors as she broke Pancake’s 
freshman scoring record by a full stroke with a 73.06 average. 

The Tide also features senior Courtney Harter who won 
the first tournament she ever played in for Alabama, taking top 
honors at the 2007 Wildcat Fall Invitational with a season-best 
score of 213 (-3). She is the only current player to have won an 
individual title at a collegiate tournament for the Tide. 

Incoming freshman Stephanie Meadow, who hails from 
Jordanstown, Northern Ireland but was schooled and played at 
the famed Hank Haney Academy in Florida, is the seventh-ranked 


Name Class (Exp) Hgt Wet Hometown (Last School) 

Hannah Collier, Fr (HS), 5-6, Birmingham (Spain Park) 

Courtney Harter, Sr (3L), 5-6, Clearwater, Fla. (Palm Harbor) 

Jennifer Kirby, So (1L), 5-8, Paris, Ontario, Canada (Paris) 

Camilla Lennarth, Sr (3L), 5-10, Stockholm, Sweden (Klippans) 
Stephanie Meadow, Fr (HS), 5-4, Jordanstown, N. Ireland (Hank Haney) 
Brooke Pancake, Jr (2L), 5-7, Chattanooga, Tenn. (Baylor) 

Jessica Schall, Fr (HS), 5-7, Lake Mary, Fla. (Lake Mary) 


Head Coach Mic Potter 


Assistant Coach Susan Rosenstielh 


junior in the world. 

“Right now we have a critical mass of girls who believe in 
each other and like each other and get along and have a lot of 
fun,” Potter said. “But when we go on the golf course there is 
nothing more they want than to beat everybody on our team. That 
they are able to separate those two things is amazing. | keep 
thinking this has got to end, that it’s too good to be true, but 
hopefully we have leaders on our team who will perpetuate that 
attitude as we go along and move forward. They all want to win; 
they all want to beat everybody on our team, to beat everybody on 
all the other teams.” 

Over the summer, Kirby and Pancake teamed together to 
finish second at the Hooters Collegiate Team Championship in 
Dahlonega, Georgia. Additionally, Kirby, Pancake and Meadow 
each advanced to the match play round of the prestigious 
U.S. Women’s Amateur with Kirby making it to the semifinals. 
Lennarth played for the victorious Swedish national team in the 
European Ladies Team Championship in Cartagena, Spain, in 
July. She was the individual winner of the event. 

“Our goal is to compete for SEC and national championships 
and in order to do that we have to have the best players,” 

Potter said. “Recruiting is really the lifeblood of any college 
golf program, but | like to think we do as good a job or better in 
developing those players when they get here. If you look at our 
players’ improvements in stroke average and competitively their 
finishes in tournaments, we do a pretty good job at that. 

“You also have to do well in school. We demand that they are 
in class, demand that they are meeting with their advisors and their 
tutors and doing the best job that they can. One of our goals is to 
win the highest GPA award in women’s sports. We have two angles 
we have to attack and it keeps our players busy. You have the best 
four years of your life, but you have to work hard during it.” a 
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TENNIS BY KIRK MCNAIR 
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Men's tennis has to replace top player in 2011- 


Billy Pate 


NCAA Men’s Tennis Tournament this year, 

it’s going to take good play from some 
unfamiliar names. Alabama has been to five 
consecutive NCAA Tournaments, but Crimson 
Tide Coach Billy Pate has got to replace some 
key performers in 2011. 

Notably, Alabama in 2011 is without 
Saketh Myneni, Bama's number one singles 
and doubles player in 2010. While Myneni 
is the best known of the graduated players, 
the Tide also lost Houssam Yassine. Although 
Yassine played at number six, he provided 
stability...and victories. Between them, Myneni 
and Yassine contributed 38 singles wins and 
31 doubles victories. 

Alabama does return seven players from last year’s roster, 
and the Tide has added two newcomers. Bama was 13-14 in dual 
matches last year. 

“Ultimately, our success will depend on how these new 
guys transition to the rigors of the SEC and how we do avoiding 
injuries and coming back from some ailments that plagued us 
this fall,” Pate said. “Our strength should balance throughout 
the lineup. Though we will be looking for someone to assume the 
No. 1 position vacated by Saketh, we expect to have strength at 
each of our spots in the singles and doubles lineup. And though 
we are likely to have two new faces in the top six, | think we're 
experienced enough and our new guys have the ability to give us 
a chance to compete at a very high level. The returnees are going 
to need to demonstrate their experience and leadership.” 

“We're going to miss both Saketh and Houssam,” Pate 
said. “They provided great experience, and both of them had 
very successful senior campaigns. Those are definitely two spots 


i f a familiar name is going to return to the 


we need to have players step up and assert 
themselves. | am very optimistic that we have 
guys ready to do that.” 

Regardless of the sport, college coaches 
put a lot of stock in senior leadership. Trey 
Walston will be the lone senior on this year’s 
squad. He played singles sparingly a season 
ago, picking up six wins, including two at the 
six spot in dual matches. He provided major 
contributions in doubles competition, finishing 
the season tied for second on the team in 
doubles victories with 21. Walston and Yassine 
closed out the fall portion of last season with a 
13-3 record. Walston then posted an 8-5 mark 
at the No. 3 position in the spring, including 
going 5-3 in SEC action with Jarryd Botha. 

Alabama will have four juniors on the roster this season. 
Ricky Doverspike, Creighton Blanchard, and Michael Thompson 
are all returning players from last year, while transfer Vikram 
Reddy in a newcomer. 

Doverspike brings a lot of experience into his junior season, 
as he was the only Tide player to collect at least 20 wins in 
singles and doubles last season. He led the team in singles wins 
with 23. He played most of his dual matches at the number 
two position, posting 10 victories. Doverspike played multiple 
matches at all three doubles spots and tied for second on the 
team with 21 wins. Doverspike and Thompson began the fall 
season ranked No. 51 in the nation in doubles. 

“Ricky is coming along after having surgery on his left wrist 
in early June, but it was definitely a frustrating process for him,” 
Pate explained. “Fortunately, we expect him to be 100 per cent 
in the spring and regain the form he had last spring before his 
injury.” 
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Trey Walston is senior for 
Bama men's tennis 


| University of Alabama 


Blanchard picked up seven victories in singles and nine 
in doubles in limited action last season. He played most of 
his matches in the fall, but was able to record one dual win 
in singles at the number six spot and two in doubles play at 
number three. 

Thompson had 15 singles and 16 doubles wins last season. 
He spent the majority of the dual season at the number four 
singles position, where he claimed all but two of his dual wins. 
He was also a solid performer at the No. 2 doubles spot, finishing 
with a 7-5 record. 

The junior newcomer, Reddy, a native of Andhra Pradesh, 
India, comes in with impressive credentials from his time in 
International Tennis Federation juniors competition. He was 
ranked second nationally in the under 18 division. He claimed 
one singles title and nine doubles titles, including winning the 
2008 national championship in doubles. The two juniors squared 
off this summer in the finals of the last ITA Summer Circuit Event 
for the Southeast Region, with Thompson winning 6-1, 6-1. 

“Vikram is progressing very well and has a lot more 
experience than usual for a first year player," Pate said. “Since 
he is actually a transfer, he should provide some of the match 
toughness that Houssam and Saketh provided. Vikram has played 
a great deal of international events in juniors and on the pro 
level, so we're confident he'll play a key role in our lineup.” 

There will be three sophomores on the Tide's squad this year 
in Harris Barnard, Jarryd Botha, and lan Chadwell. 

Barnard played only eight singles matches and one doubles 
match a year ago, but did pick up a singles victory at number six. 
Botha joined the team in January last year, just in time 
for the spring season, and made an immediate impact, posting 

a total of 18 singles and 15 doubles victories. He played all 
but one of his singles matches at either the three or four spot, 


Name Class (Exp) Het Wgt Hometown (Last School) 

Harris Barnard, 6-1, So (1L), Dothan (Northview) 

Creighton Blanchard, 6-0, Jr (2L) Orange Park, Fla. (Bolles) 

Jarryd Botha, 6-1, So (1L), Cape Town, South Africa (Reddam House) 

lan Chadwell, 5-11So0 (1L), Franklin, Tenn. (Centennial) 

Ricky Doverspike, 6-4, Jr (2L), Atlanta (Northview) 

Vikram Reddy, 6-0, Jr (Tr), Andhra Pradesh, India (Nehru University) 
Carlos Taborga, 6-3, Fr (HS), La Paz, Bolivia (Colegio Cumbres Santiago de Chile) 
Michael Thompson, 5-10, Jr (2L), Cape Town, South Africa (Rondebosch) 
Trey Walston, 6-0, Sr (3L), Birmingham (Mountain Brook) 


Head Coach Billy Pate 
Assistant Coach Bo Hodge 
Volunteer Coach Jay Weinacker 


collecting 14 dual wins, which is the most of any returning 
player. Of his 15 doubles victories, eight came in dual 
competition with the number three duo. 

“Jarryd had a great freshmen season, especially when you 
consider he enrolled in January and was only 17 years old at the 


time he started,” Pate said. “He's very close to breaking through 


at a much higher level, so we expect him to vie for a spot near 
the top of our lineup.” 

Chadwell gained a lot of experience in his freshman 
campaign, mostly in singles. He sat out the fall while recovering 
from a serious foot injury, but played in 15 matches in the 
spring, winning eight singles matches, including a 4-2 mark 
in SEC play. Chadwell teamed up with Thompson to form a 
successful doubles duo in the fall, reaching the quarterfinals of 
the prestigious Southern Intercollegiate Championships. 

Pate said Chadwell appears to have mended from his 
injury. “At full strength, he'll be an impact player for us,” the 
coach said. 

Alabama's lone senior, Carlos Taborga, was a member of 


Bolivia's Davis Cup team at the ages of 16 and 17, competing in 
the qualifying round. He played ITF tournaments in his final year 
of junior competition, claiming titles in consecutive tournaments 
in South America. He was one of the best players in his country 
for a number of years, winning the title in just his second 
appearance in a national tournament in the under 14 division. 
He also won a pair of national doubles titles. In addition, Taborga 
spent two years training in Madrid, Spain, where he won several 
junior tournaments. 

“Carlos is a true freshman for us that is very strong 
physically and has the ability to contend for a spot in our lineup,” 
Pate said. “He is a bit raw right now but is improving rapidly, and 
we expect him to get better and better.” 


TENNIS BY KIRK MCNAIR 


Addition of freshmen boosts good team 


orget about the past. For Alabama 

women’s tennis, the addition of a key 

freshman puts eyes on the present...and 
the future. The Crimson Tide of Coach Jenny 
Mainz was expected to have a good team in 
2011. The addition of Mary Anne Macfarlane 
“is a huge boost for out program,” said Mainz. 
“She has a high energy level and wonderful 
disposition. She is a workhorse. And she is a 
vicious competitor.” 

And Macfarlane is not the only newcomer 
expected to add to Crimson Tide strength. Alex 
Clay, another freshman, also brings impressive credentials. 

Mainz said, “! think we're going to have a good year. The 
team is hungry after we had some unfortunate injuries last year. 
They have worked hard, kept their noses to the grindstone, and if 
we can avoid injury, | think we can make some noise this year. 

“We have two staunch reinforcements this year in Mary 
Anne and Alex,” Mainz added. “Mary Anne played some inspiring 
tennis at the Regionals. She gave up only 15 games in six 
matches on her way to winning the title. Both have already 
positively impacted our team. They possess ‘unwilling to yield’ 
mentalities and expect to make an impression in the SEC.” 

Bama was ranked 34th in the nation going into spring play, 
and that may be too low. 

Following fall competition, Alabama was well represented on 
the Intercollegiate Tennis Association early rankings. Three Tiders 
are in the nation’s top 75 in singles and a pair of teams made the 


Jenny Mainz 
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top 35 in doubles. That's the best showing in 
Bama history. 

Macfarlane is ranked 15th after winning 
the Southern Regional Singles and reaching the 
singles consolation finals in the National Indoor 
Championships. Mainz said, “Her philosophy is 
she has 14 spots to climb.” 

Joining Macfarlane in the singles rankings 
are sophomore Alexa Guarachi at 63rd and 
junior Courtney McLane at 72nd. Guarachi 
advanced to the singles semifinals at the 
Southern Regional Championships and went 2-1 
at the SEC Fall Coaches’ Classic. McLane reached the round of 
16 at Southern Regional. 

In doubles, Guarachi and McLane rank sixth in the nation 
in just their second season together. The pair reached the 
semifinals of the National Indoor and won draws at the Southern 
Regionals and SEC Fall Coaches’ Classic. Also ranked in doubles 
is Macfarlane and sophomore Antonia Foehse, who enter the 
preseason ranked 32nd. The team advanced to doubles finals 
at both the SEC Fall Coaches’ Classic and the Duke Fab Four 
Invitational, posting records of 2-1 at each. In addition, they 
grabbed a trio of victories at the Southern. 

On a young team, the youngest are getting the most attention. 
Macfarlane was ranked the nation’s eighth best prospect as she 
won three state titles in singles in Utah and was a three-time All- 
America. Last fall she went undefeated in Bama’s Roberta Alison 
Fall Classic and was also undefeated in her six matches in singles 
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Freshman Mary Anne Macfarlane 
makes Bama better 


University of Alabama 
play in the Southern. She won every match in straight sets. 

Clay was ranked the 15th best prospect in the nation as she 
was undefeated in high school. 

Owing in great part to injuries, Bama had a disappointing 
10-12 record last year. The Tide was only 3-8 in Southeastern 
Conference play. 

Alabama does return six players from last year’s squad, 
losing seniors Paulina Bigos and Alice Tunaru to graduation. 

“I'm optimistic,” Mainz said. “This group realizes the work 
required to achieve the goals we've established. They know that 
the only place to be in May is at Stanford University competing in 
the NCAA Championships. This team is enthusiastic, hungry and 
eager for the challenge of redeeming themselves. I’m convinced 
we have the talent, depth and leadership to make a jump in the 
stout SEC. We have our work cut out for us, but | feel we've made 
steady progress and we're doing the right things. We've gained 
confidence and momentum moving into the spring season.” 

Meritt Emery is the lone senior. She battled through shoulder 
trouble last season to post seven dual match singles victories, 
including a 6-1 mark at the number four position. She also 
finished the season with 11 dual wins in doubles. All 11 wins 
came at the three spot. 

McLane heads the list of three juniors, joined by Taylor 
Lindsey and Tiffany Welcher. McLane was a solid player at the 
number two singles spot a season ago, posting a 6-1 record. She 
finished the year with 18 wins in singles. McLane was even more 
successful in doubles last season, teaming up with sophomore 
Alexa Guarachi to finish the season with a 23-8 record. They 


Name Class (Exp) Hgt Wet Hometown (Last School) 
Alex Clay, Freshman, Grayson, Ga. (Grayson) 


Antonia Foehse, Soph, Waldborel, Germany (Hollenberg) 
Alexa Guarachi, Soph, Destin, Fla. (South Walton) 

Taylor Lindsey, Junior, Vestavia Hills (Vestavia) 

Mary Anne Macfarlane, Freshman, Ogden, Utah (Weber) 
Courtney McLane, Junior, Lawrenceville, Ga. (Brookwood) 


Merritt Emery, Senior, Lexington, Ky. (Lexington Christian) 
Tiffany Welcher, Junior, Clarksville, Ind. (Clarksville) 
| 


Head Coach Jenny Mainz 
Assistant Coach Rashim Esmail 


finished SEC play with a 7-3 record and posted six wins against 
nationally-ranked duos. The pair qualified for the NCAA Doubles 
Championships, advancing to the Round of 16, finishing the year 
ranked 15th in the nation. 

Lindsey played in eight singles and 10 doubles matches 
last fall before suffering a season-ending injury. She teamed 
up with Clay this summer to compete in the ITA National 
Collegiate Summer Circuit Doubles Championship, claiming the 
championship to earn automatic qualification into the main draw 
of the 2010 ITA/Riviera All-American Doubles Championships. 

Welcher was unable to compete in 2010 due to her injury. 
She has already had success in doubles this season, teaming up 
with Emery to win their flight of the 2010 Roberta Alison. She 
also put together a string of singles victories in the 2010 USTA/ 
ITA Southern Regional Championships. 

“Tiffany and Taylor have worked relentlessly to make comebacks 
after sitting last season due to injuries,” Mainz said. “The fall 
season has helped sharpen their games with all the match play.” 

Alabama sophomores Guarachi and Antonia Foehse will be 
looking to build off of their successful freshmen campaigns. 
Guarachi collected just as many accolades for her singles play as 
she did her doubles play last season. She posted a 27-10 record 
in singles, including 16-6 in dual play. She was 14-1 at number 
two and earned Freshman All-SEC and second team All-SEC. 

Foehse joined the team just before the beginning of the 
spring season last year and posted 10 singles and 10 doubles 
victories, all in dual competition. She was solid at the bottom of 
the Tide’s lineup, going 8-3 at the five spot. | 
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COACHES BY KIRK MCNAIR 


COACH ADD 


Tulsa staff for 
volleyball; Phillips 
for baseball 


labama Athletics Director Mal Moore was 

given a couple of “heads up” situations 

over the past year. Longtime Volleyball 
Coach Judy Green announced early in 2010 that 
the upcoming season would be her last. And last 
fall, veteran Men's Track & Field Coach Harvey 
Glance said that he would retire at the end of this 
spring season. 

Moore has now filled the post vacated by 
Green (who shortly after her retirement at Bama, 
came out of retirement to take over the job as 
head coach at Birmingham Southern College). 

Ed Allen, the 2010 Conference USA Coach 
of the Year, has been selected to lead the Alabama 
volleyball program. He has been head coach at 
Tulsa the past five seasons, where he had a 133- 
37 record. His 2010 team went 31-3 and reached the second round 
of the NCAA Tournament. 

Moore called Allen “one of the best coaches in the country. Ed is 
an accomplished coach who has one at every level of the sport.” 

Allen said, “I'm excited to have an opportunity to become part 
of an institution that has such a rich athletic tradition. It's equally 
exciting to come on board at a time when Alabama volleyball enters 
a new era with the opening of Foster Auditorium. More than anything 
else, we're looking forward to matching the tradition that so many 
coaches at Alabama have established over the years.” 

Allen, who becomes the fourth head coach in the 30-year history 
of the Alabama volleyball program, led Tulsa to a school record 31 
wins, including a perfect 20-0 record in C-USA, this past season. The 
20 conference wins also set a new school mark. He also guided the 
Golden Hurricane to the school's first ever NCAA Tournament victory, 
a 3-0 upset win over number 13 seeded LSU. 

In five seasons at Tulsa, Allen led his team to at least 20 wins 
each year, and compiled an overall record of 133-37 (.782) with a 
65-19 (.774) conference mark. He was the fastest Golden Hurricane 
coach to reach 100 wins since the program began in 1976, 
accumulating more wins in the first five seasons than any other coach 
in the history of the program. 

“The first thing we need to do is get after recruiting and bring 
in athletes that will complete extremely well in the SEC,” said Allen. 
“Also, getting to know the athletes currently in the program and 
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getting them to achieve athletically all that they 
are capable of achieving, will be important to begin 
the process of building a successful program.” 

A total of 24 Tulsa volleyball players were 
all-conference selections during Allen’s tenure, 
including nine first team selections, two player of 
the year honorees, one setter of the year, and one 
freshman of the year. In 2010, Tyler Henderson 
was named the C-USA Player of the Year, and 
earned her second straight AVCA All-America 
selection. Henderson was the second all-America 
for Tulsa to be coached by Allen. 

In eight seasons as head coach, Allen guided 
his teams to eight regular season or tournament 
Conference USA championships. 

“It was really good to talk to the coaches 
that visited The University, but for me, Coach Allen was the best 
candidate for the job,” said sophomore outside hitter Kayla Fitterer. 
“He seemed to be the most enthusiastic and the best person to make 
a change in our program. We need a coach that knows how to win, 
and he’s been able to do that on every level. We play the best of the 
best every weekend in the SEC, and | believe he's the coach who can 
prepare us to beat those teams every night.” 

In 17 years as a collegiate head coach, Allen has compiled 
a 472-176 (.728) career coaching mark, while coaching 61 all- 
conference performers and eight conference player of the year 
selections. Allen has earned conference coach of the year honors six 
times in his career, including the 2006 and 2010 Conference USA 
Coach of the Year award. 

Prior to going to Tulsa, Allen spent three seasons (2003-05) as 
the head volleyball coach at Presbyterian College in Clinton, South 
Carolina. During his tenure, Allen’s teams compiled an overall 98-18 
record, a 39-3 conference mark, won three straight South Atlantic 
Conference Championships, two conference tournament titles and 
qualified for the NCAA Division I] National Tournament twice. At 
Presbyterian, Allen coached three conference players of the year, 
two conference tournament MVPs, one freshman of the year, 12 all- 
conference players, five all-region selections, and two all-Americas. 

Before that, Allen spent 11 years as head coach of the Anderson 
University volleyball program in Anderson, Indiana. During his 
tenure, he built the program into one of the premier NCAA Division 
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Ill programs in the nation. His teams compiled a program-record 11 
straight winning seasons, including nine 20-win seasons, won 17 
tournament titles, and posted a 267-128 (.676) career record. He 
coached 34 all-conference, 23 all-tournament, and two conference 
player of the year selections during his tenure with the Ravens. 

Allen also served as assistant director of athletics at Anderson 
University for seven years where he was responsible for facility 
management. He is a member of the American Volleyball Coaches 
Association (AVCA) and in the past served on the NCAA Division 
Il Head Coaches Committee, NCAA Division I| South Region Poll 
Committee, and NCAA Division I] South Region Player Committee 
while at Presbyterian, 

In five of his final six years at Anderson, Allen's teams earned 
Academic All-America mention and in each of his 11 years as head 
coach at Anderson the team compiled at least a 3.0 GPA. He also 
coached four academic all-region and two academic all-American 
selections at Anderson. 

Prior to moving to the collegiate level, Allen was an assistant 
volleyball coach at Pendleton Heights (Indiana) High School for three 
years (1989-91) and also had a two-year mark of 33-6 as the junior 
varsity coach. 

Allen earned his bachelor's degree in physical education in 
1988 and his master's degree in athletic administration in 1996, 
both from Ball State University. 

Allen, 46, and his wife, Karis, have three sons: Drake, Payton 
and Nolan. 

Allen didn't have a difficult time completing his staff. He 
brought it with him from Tulsa, 

Julia Silva and Ryan Wills were his assistants with the Golden 
Hurricane and will be in that capacity with the Crimson Tide. 

Silva spent three seasons as an assistant coach at Tulsa, where 
she had been a three-time All-America honorable mention as a 
player. She was twice C-USA Setter of the Year, record-holder in 
assists (4,026), and had her jersey number (14) retired. 

Silva led TU to a 77-24 record during her playing career. She 
earned her degree in business marketing in 2008. 

Wills joined the Tulsa coaching staff prior to the start of the 
2010 season, just in time to be part of the best season in school 
history. Prior to joining Allen at Tulsa, Wills spent two years in 
California, where he served as Beach Program Director at Mizuno 
Long Beach Volleyball Club and coached two teams for the club. He 
also served as a volunteer coach for the UCLA women’s volleyball 
team for two years. 

As a volunteer coach at UCLA from 2008-10, Wills assisted the 
Bruins program under now-retired head coach Andy Banachowski, 
the all-time winningest NCAA Division | women's volleyball coach. 
During Wills’ time with the program, UCLA reached the NCAA 
Regional Semifinals in 2008 and the NCAA Second Round in 2009. 
He helped train three AVCA All-Americans, two Pac-10 Conference 
Freshmen of the Year and one AVCA National Freshman of the Year. 

Before heading West, Wills was a student assistant for Allen at 
Tulsa from 2006-08. He helped the Golden Hurricane win its first 
Conference USA regular season title in 2006, and its first C-USA 
Tournament Championship and NCAA Tournament appearance in 
2007. Wills graduated from Tulsa in 2008 with a degree in business 
administration. 

Alabama has also made a big move in its baseball coaching staff. 

It was a huge surprise when pitching coach Kyle Bunn resigned 
from Coach Mitch Gaspard's Crimson Tide staff, but no surprise that 
Gaspard was able to make the adjustment. 

Gaspard didn't just replace Bunn. He moved one former Tide 


All-America baseball player, Dax Norris, from hitting coach to 
pitching coach. 

Gaspard then added another former Bama All-America baseball 
player to the staff as hitting coach. 

Andy Phillips, who spent six seasons in Major League Baseball, 
was selected to be hitting and infield coach for the Crimson Tide. 

“Andy was a phenomenal player here, and | couldn’t be happier 
with his decision to return to Alabama,” said Gaspard. “He is the 
most well rounded person | have ever coached, and been around, and 
we are very fortunate to have him join our coaching staff.” 

“Coaching has always intrigued me, but only in an ideal 
situation, and that was here at Alabama,” said Phillips. “|! never 
wanted to get into coaching just to say | was a coach. There are a lot 
of things that | have aspired to do, but I've always had a passion for 
teaching and soaking in information. | always said that if | had the 
opportunity to coach here, | would do it, but it would only be here.” 

A four-year letter-winner and an All-America selection for 
Alabama, Phillips, a Demopolis native, played for the New York 
Yankees, New York Mets, and Cincinnati Reds. Before returning to 
the Capstone, Phillips played two years in the Nippon Professional 
League (Japan) for the Hiroshima Toyo Carp (2009) and the Tohoku 
Rakuten Golden Eagles (2010). 

In his four seasons at Alabama, Phillips posted a career .356 
batting average with 61 home runs, 224 RBls, and 322 hits. He 
ended his career as the all-time leader in home runs, RBIs, and hits, 
and currently holds the school record in home runs, hits, and total 
bases (590). In the history of the baseball program at Alabama, 
Phillips is one of three players with 50 home runs and 200 RBI and 
one of four players with 300 hits. He is the only player in school 
history with 50 home runs, 200 RBI and 300 hits. 

The Tide advanced to the NCAA Tournament all four years that 
Phillips wore the Alabama uniform, including three College World 
Series appearances. As a freshman in 1996, Phillips was part of a 
50-19 squad that captured the SEC regular season and tournament 
titles and advanced to the CWS. 

In 1997, Phillips hit .366 with 15 HRs and 64 RBI to 
help the Tide post a 56-14 overall record, a SEC regular season 
championship, and a runner-up finish in the CWS, falling to LSU 
(13-6) in the National Championship Game. As a junior, Phillips 
finished the season with a .351 average with 21 home runs and a 
career-high 81 RBI, as the Tide posted a 46-18 record after falling 
to Long Beach State (L, 5-3) in the final game of the NCAA West 
Regional. 

As a senior, Phillips posted a .398 batting average, with 22 
home runs, 22 doubles, 66 RBI, and a .781 slugging percentage. 
He led the Crimson Tide to a SEC Tournament title in 1999, and 
after Alabama won the NCAA Regional and Super Regional, the Tide 
finished third in the College World Series. 

After his senior campaign, Phillips was a first-team All-America 
by the National Collegiate Baseball Writers Association (NCBWA) 
and Collegiate Baseball Insider. He earned third-team honors by the 
American Baseball Coaches Association (ABCA), Baseball America, 
and Collegiate Baseball. 

Following a stellar playing career at Alabama, Phillips was a 
seventh-round draft pick by the New York Yankees in 1999. He 
made his Major League debut on September 14, 2004, and in 
his first at-bat, he belted a home run over the Green Monster in 
Fenway Park on the first pitch he saw from Terry Adams. Phillips 
is one of seven players to homer in his first at-bat as a Yankee and 
became the 21st player in MLB history to hit a home run on the 
first pitch of his career. | 
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


heart. Undersized at 5-foot-7, 160 pounds, Mark McMillian 

was the target of ribbing and teasing. The personal venire 
was varnished with a mental and physical toughness empowering 
him to achieve a dream of playing in the NFL. Before competing 
professionally, he starred for two years as a cornerback for the 
Crimson Tide during the 1990-91 seasons. 

McMillian’s gridiron path was extraordinary. He learned the 
game on the streets of South Central Los Angeles devoid of organized 
football. His mother, Gloria Jones, recognized her son’s talents 
could be the catalyst for a better life. Financially strapped, the 
single parent advised her son to pursue a college education through 
athletics. She suggested the John F. Kennedy High School football 
team in Granada Hills as the vehicle to extricate him from the drug 
and gang violence pervading the neighborhood. After riding the pine 


(5 rowing up in South Central Los Angeles can test a person's 


for the first six games, he made his way to the lineup for the last four. 


Glendale Junior College was the next step for the raw but talented 
defender honored as All-America in the second year. Coach John 
Cicuto became a father figure molding the hot-tempered youngster. 
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Mark McMillian was ‘Little Big Man’ 


“If it wasn’t for him, | wouldn't be where | am today,” McMillian 
said. Although committed to Pittsburgh, lack of a math class forced 
him to look elsewhere. Bill Curry's Alabama staff was the benefactor 
of the academic deficiency. Assistant Coach A. J. Christoff had prior 
success recruiting West coast defensive backs Charles Gardner and 
Efrum Thomas to Tuscaloosa. Tennessee, UCLA and USC were on 
the prowl but a visit to The Capstone swayed the decision. “It was a 
great opportunity | felt for me to get away from the inner city of LA 
and grow up and take football seriously,” said McMillian, whose only 
Southern connection came from his grandparents Louisiana roots. 

Transitioning South from the Golden State was eventful for 
McMillian. Bill Curry and staff resigned the same day. Newly hired 
Gene Stallings was not beholding to the Glendale Junior College 
transfer. After two days amongst the walk-ons, the miffed newcomer 
approached Stallings at the suggestion of fellow Californian Efrum 
Thomas. “Coach, | belong over here with the scholarship players,” he 
explained to the first year head coach. After verifying the assertion’s 
authenticity, the situation was corrected. 

He was motivated by the humbling experience. Although only 
three years removed from organized football, he earned a starting 
role as an SEC cornerback on the big stage specializing in man-to- 
man coverage. Bill Oliver’s intense tutoring and constant film study 
enabled him to contest the slew of big, tall receivers. 

“He believed in me and gave me the opportunity,” McMillian 
said. “| wanted it more than those guys. | see them today and they 
say | was like gnat, always on them. | knew | had to be smarter and 
mentally tougher. Obviously | was quicker but maybe not as strong.” 

Challenges existed off the field, too. Stallings applied 
disciplinary action after the first year due to his academic standing. 
McMillian was exiled from the dormitory after being dismissed from 
the team. Summer school was the redemptive measure allowing a 
return to good graces with the tough taskmaster. “He was serious,” 
McMillian said. “It was another eye-opener. He didn't care how good 
you were on the football field. It was all about your academics.” 

McMillian always seemed to have a chip on his shoulder, almost 
certainly because of his size. Reporters were not the only ones to 
question his physical stature. He was auditioning perpetually for 
teammates, coaches, management, and fans. Pro Day was held in 
Tuscaloosa. McMillian was excited to meet then Cleveland Browns 
scout Ozzie Newsome. He recalls Newsome'’s first impression: “You're 
McMillian? You're not going to make it. You’re too small.” 

Never one to recoil, McMillian spouted a few choice words 
to “the Wizard” and then dazzled the assembled NFL personnel 
with a 4.24 40-yard dash and 42-inch vertical leap. Newsome was 
impressed, calling him “physically gifted.” 

Two years of exceptional performance in Tuscaloosa created a 
staunch supporter factoring into the bravado. “Coach Stallings always 
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Mark McMillian was able aa ‘ told me | could be a professional 
to overcome lack of size 


football player and | believed 
him,” McMillian said. McMillian 
holds Stallings in high esteem 
for granting an opportunity to 
compete on the collegiate level 
and promoting his talents to 
NFL personnel. 

Draft day doubts lingered 
despite the impeccable 
measureables associated with 
the tenacious defender. He 
spent the first day in Geneva 
celebrating Siran Stacy's 
second round selection by the 
Philadelphia Eagles. Intensely 
watching without his name 
being called the next day, he 
retreated to a pickup game on 
the Coleman Coliseum hardwood 
with Robert Horry and company. 
Latrell Sprewell appeared with a 
surprising announcement. ‘Hey 
Little Mac you just got drafted,” 
said the future NBA All-Star. 
McMillian hustled back to the 
dorm to confirm the selection 
on television and accept the 
telephone call from Peter 
Giunta, Philadelphia Eagles 
defensive backs coach. 

Drafted in the 10" round, 
McMillian began as a bottom 
feeder on the depth chart. 

Late in the season, he was 
thrust into the game against a 
legendary receiver. Watching 
the starting cornerback struggle, 
a contingent of teammates 
pleaded to substitute the rookie 
known only by his number to 
defensive coordinator Bud 
Carson. “Jerry Rice caught 
about three more passes and he 
(Carson) looked at me and said, 
'29, get in,’” he said. Rice, a 
future Hall of Fame member 
and considered by many to be 
the best ever, took a look at 
McMillian and prounced him as 
“fresh meat.” 

And Rice could walk 
the walk. Slanting across the 
middle, Rice indoctrinated the 
upstart defender with a 20- 

g yard reception. The “Minister 
= of Defense,” Reggie White, 
provided some consoling 
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“WE RAN MAN-TO-MAN DEFENSE 
ABOUT 95 PER CENT OF THE TIME 
UNDER BILL OLIVER,” HE SAID. “IF 
YOU CAN COMPETE IN THE SEC, 
YOU CAN MAKE IT ANYWHERE.” 


words to embolden his young teammate. “He said, ‘Rookie, just 

do what you have been doing in practice. You're here for a reason. 
You paid your dues. We have a lot of confidence in you,’” McMillian 
remembered. “For the rest of the game Rice and John Taylor did not 
catch another pass.” 

He credits SEC competition for thoroughly preparing him for the 
NFL. “We ran man-to-man defense about 95 per cent of the time 
under Bill Oliver,” he said. “If you can compete in the SEC, you can 
make it anywhere.” 

Alabama teammate Siran Stacy was an Eagles road roommate. 
The friendship blossomed even further after introducing the running 
back to his wife Ellen. She along with two other Alabama volleyball 
players were McMillian's roommates. The unique living arrangement 
was the envy of all the other athletes on campus. He was a supporter 
of all the teams on campus and developed a friendship with the 
trio. They were instrumental in keeping him focused after stumbling 
academically. The subsequent tragic November 2007 automobile 
accident claiming the tife of Ellen and four of Stacy's children has 
strengthened the bond between the two former teammates. 

McMillian teamed for two seasons at Kansas City with Alabama 
legend and NFL Hall of Fame linebacker, the late Derrick Thomas. 
“There is not a day that doesn't go by that | don't think about 
Derrick,” McMillian said. “! actually have his number 58 with the 
Kansas City Chiefs arrowhead tattooed on my arm as a tribute. He's 
with me all the time. | looked up to him." 

The enduring admiration originated during Thomas's return visits 
to Tuscaloosa. Every Chiefs road trip found the two sitting next to 
each other sharing stories. “He appreciated what | did at Alabama,” 
McMillian said. “Sometime he was happier than | was when | made 
an interception.” 

The Kansas City Chiefs fans and teammates recognized the ferocity 
of the diminutive defensive back by anointing him “Mighty Mouse.” 

“| played the game with the same kind of tenacity | grew up 
with,” McMillian said. “| always had a good time but never backed 
down from anybody.” 

Accomplishments on the field justified the praise as McMillian 
led the league in 1997 with a team record 274 interception return 
yards and tied in two other categories-eight interceptions and three 
interception returns for touchdowns. 

Additional satisfaction came from breaking the mark against the 
Mike Ditka led New Orleans Saints, who had cut McMillian the year 
before. The public address announcer proclaiming him as the record 
holder resonates to this day. 

“| had a magical year,” McMillian said. “Every time they 
threw my way | was either intercepting it or running it back for a 
touchdown. It was almost like | was saving the day,” said McMillian 
spouting the animated superhero cry. 

Kansas City’s Arrowhead Stadium was a mini-shrine paying 
homage to McMillian with signs featuring the cartoon character, 
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Mighty Mouse; fans dressed in costumes; and the Mighty Mouse 
theme song (“Here | come to save the day!”) accompanying every 
McMillian success. 

After five teams in eight years (Philadelphia, New Orleans, 
Kansas City, San Francisco and Washington), McMillian retired in 
1999. While living in Arizona, former Eagles player Ray Ellis reached 
out to gauge interest in a radio program. McMillian had previously 
co-hosted a Philadelphia television show, “The Little Big Man Show,” 
with Eagles teammate Randall Cunningham. The Alabama broadcast 
major effortlessly transitioned to the new assignment pairing with 
another Eagles teammate, Byron Evans. McMillian and Evans have 
been entertaining audiences every Friday for the last two years at 
hardhittinradio.com. The show, beginning at 5 p.m. CT, interviews 
athletes, celebrities, coaches, and fans. Occasionally former Alabama 
teammates are among his guests. 

The radio duo established a foundation to generate funds for 
worthy projects highlighting the medical issues affecting children. 
Recently McMillian was paired with a former Crimson Tide player in a 
charity golf tournament whose friend was born with the developmental 
disorder autism. A few months later responding his request for a 
donation, the “Hard Hittin’ Radio Foundation” pledged over $4,500 
earned playing in an NFL Alumni golf tournament held in Phoenix. 

Radio partner Evans inspired the California native's relocation to 
the desert paradise. “| ended up starting my rookie year and he said if 
you want to continue to play and continue to be successful you need to 
get out of your element back home and stop hanging out in the streets 
and move away. Basically just grow up,” McMillian recalled of the 
sobering discussion. Phoenix has been home since 1993. 

His full time occupation for the last two years has been as a 
county juvenile detention officer five nights a week on the graveyard 
shift. Recently, he accepted a coaching position with JuniorRank. 
com, Fellow former NFL athletes tutor elite high school and junior 
high school athletes from across the nation. Coaching the defensive 
backfield is his specialty. The inaugural “Diamond Bowl” held in 
Tempe featured seventh and eighth grade teams competing in All- 
America games. McMillian trumpets a message to the audience 
of young players. He preaches the symbiotic relationship required 
between a dream and diligence in your quest to achieve the goal. 

He is a father to daughter Jasmine Miller, 16 and son, Isaiah 
McMillian, 11. Isiah is a contributor on the radio show. McMillian 
has parlayed his celebrated past to benefit the future of young 
people. One of his charitable events is held at Uncle Bear's Grill 
and Bar, a sports establishment in Chandler, Arizona. “Every Sunday 
we invite a current or former NFL player to sign autographs. All the 
proceeds go to our foundation for kids with autism,” said McMillian. 
He is able to attract numerous athletes because he reciprocates in 
kind to their requests. 

Running out of the Bryant-Deny Stadium tunnel donning the 
crimson and white to a thunderous applause while the Million Dollar 
Band blared “Yea, Alabama” remains the fondest memory. McMillian 
is the current record holder for the longest interception return, a 98- 
yard scamper against UT-Chattanooga in October 1991. Unfazed by 
adversity, the self-designated “Mark from South Central LA” earned 
the respect of competitors. Daring to dream, he ascended to the 
highest level overcoming insurmountable odds. He was undaunted 
by skeptics who believed the indicator of success was the size of the 
man. Performance by the “Little Big Man” revealed the overlooked 
intangible-the size of his heart. | 
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62”; junior 
235 pounds 
a 7! forty 
2,500 yards rushing 
44 touchdowns 
4.0 GPA 


could stay home... 
...0ut wants to see what 
else is out there 


we know where 
he’s going, do you? 
next signing day starts today 
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7 YEARROUND RECRUITING COVERAGE - MESSAGE BOARDS - EXPERT INSIDER ANALYSIS 
TEAM 
: _ STAY CONNECTED AND FIND OUT WHO'S NEXT 


SPORTSNOTES BY 'BAMA STAFF 


‘BAMA SCORECARD 


THIS GUY MAY MAKE IT 


There are a lot of good quarterbacks, Heisman Trophy 
winners even. But if you're looking for a good man, it would be 
hard to do better than Alabama's Greg McElroy. McElroy has 
completed his career on the football field for the Crimson Tide, 
and did it well with a national championship and 24-3 record. 

He was even better off the field. And McElroy finished with 
a flourish in his off-the-field accomplishments, selected as the 
2010 Football Academic All-American of the Year and earning 
the prestigious NCAA “Today's Top VIII Award.” 

McElroy has made roughly the same gracious acceptance 
remarks over and over in his distinguished college career. 

“This is certainly a great honor, and I’m very proud to be able 
to represent The University in this manner,” McElroy said. “I’m 
appreciative to the NCAA for the opportunity to play football and 
be a student-athlete over the last five years. The NCAA Top VIII 
award means so much to me because it not only represents what 
| was able to accomplish on the field, but what | accomplished 
in the classroom and the community as well. | want to thank my 
coaches, teammates and everyone at The University of Alabama 
who helped me achieve my goals.” 

The Today’s Top VIII] award recognizes current student- 
athletes, who have completed athletics eligibility, for their 
success on the fields and courts, in the classroom, and in the 
community. Recipients were to be honored at the NCAA Honors 
and Delegates Celebration at the 2011 NCAA Convention in 
San Antonio, Texas. McElory is the ninth University of Alabama 
athlete to earn the award and the sixth in the past decade. 

“Greg has been a tremendous ambassador for The University 
of Alabama throughout his career, excelling at the highest levels 
both as a player and a student, and this latest honor is certainly 
indicative of that success,” UA Director of Athletics Mal Moore 
said. “The University of Alabama has a long and proud association 
with the NCAA Top VIII program, which represents the very best in 
collegiate athletics and Greg is a worthy addition to that legacy.” 

The honorees are selected by the NCAA Honors Committee, 
which is composed of athletics administrators at member 
institutions and nationally distinguished citizens who are former 
student-athletes. 

“Greg McElroy has performed at an extraordinary level 
as both an athlete and a scholar, and we are extremely proud 
of all he has accomplished,” UA President Dr. Robert E. Witt 
said. “From his quest for a Rhodes Scholarship to leading his 
team to the national championship, Greg’s drive to excel is 
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Greg McElroy 


the embodiment of the NCAA Top VIII Award and a source of 
tremendous pride for The University of Alabama.” 

On the field, McElroy set the UA single-season passing 
record with 2,987 yards on the year. He was voted the MVP 
of the 2009 Southeastern Conference Championship Game 
against Florida, and is the SEC career leader in ratio of attempts 
to interceptions, averaging one pick every 65.8 pass attempts 
during his career. 

In the classroom, he was named a Rhodes Scholarship 
finalist and earned an $18,000 scholarship from the National 
Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame’s National Scholar- 
Athlete Award. A finalist for the Campbell Trophy, McElroy 
was named one of Sporting News’ 20 Smartest Athletes. He 
graduated from Alabama in three years with a bachelor’s degree 
in business marketing and earned a master’s degree in sports 
administration in December. 
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In the community, McElroy participated in Alabama’s Student- 
Athlete Advisory Committee, Project Angel Tree, Read Across 
America, Hospice of West Alabama, Impact Alabama’s “Focus 
First” Child Vision Screening, Habitat for Humanity, West Alabama 
Food Bank and has volunteered numerous hours to speak to local 
school children about the importance of a quality education. 

Alabama's previous NCAA Top VIII recipients include: 

Randy Hall (football/1975), Steadman Shealy (football/1980), 
Meredith Willard (gymnastics/1997), Andreé Pickens 
(gymnastics/2002), Kristin Sterner (gymnastics/2003), DeMeco 
Ryans (football/2006), Beth Mallory (track and field/2007), and 
Brittany Rogers (softball/2009). 


SWIMMING ADDS TEN 


Alabama swimming and diving has added 10 student- 
athletes for its 2011-12 roster, including eight who inked 
National Letters of Intent during the early signing period and two 
transfer students. 

“This is another great class for us, one that will help the 
program continue to move up the ladder nationally,” Coach Eric 
Mcllquham said. “Every one of them has the potential to step in 
and make an impact for us.” 

The women’s team signed Kaylin Burchell (Richmond, Virginia), 
Ana Carvalho (Sao Paulo, Brazil), Angely Martinez (Miami, Florida), 
Katheryne Muth (Sarasota, Florida), Brittany Parkey (Alpharetta, 
Georgia) and lona Popa (Pitesti, Romania) as well as adding transfer 
Stephanie Kinsey (Harrisburg, Pennsylvania). 

On the men's side, Tito Ebersole (Colleyville, Texas) and John 
Servati (Tupelo, Mississippi) signed, while John Ellis (Durban, 
South Africa) is set to transfer to the Tide. 

“Several members of this signing class have competed 
internationally, including Kaylin Burchell, who was a member 
of the U.S. Junior National Team and Ana Carvalho, who 
competed at the 2009 World Championship,” Mcllquham said. 
“That experience is going to be key next season when they are 
competing in the fastest conference in the nation.” 

Burchell, Carvalho and Parkey are all breaststrokers 
while Martinez is a diver. Muth is a freestyler while Popa is a 
butterflyer and breaststroker. Kinsey is transferring from Clemson, 
which is dropping its varsity program. A freestyler, she will be 
eligible to compete immediately upon joining the Tide. 

Ebersole will join the Tide’s diving corps while Servati is slated 
to compete in the freestyle events. A junior college transfer, Ellis 
will compete in the freestyle and backstroke events, and will join 
Alabama after two years at Indian River State College. 


EARLY COMMITMENT 


From time-to-time there is talk about limiting early 
commitments, usually because some high-profile college football 
or basketball team is linked to a child prodigy. 

But that isn’t stopping William Sellers of Montgomery from 
taking a lead from a former star at Montgomery Academy and 
committing to The University of Alabama. 

Sellers has committed to the Crimson Tide men’s golf team 
of Coach Jay Seawell before the start of spring play in his junior 
season. If that sounds familiar, it's because current Bama star 
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Hunter Hamrick, also a former player at Montgomery Academy, 
committed to Bama prior to the start of his junior season. 

Sellers was state 3A individual co-champion in 2010 as 
a 10th-grader. He was 3A individual runner up in 2007 as 
a seventh-grader and 2008 as an eighth-grader. He was the 
Montgomery Advertiser Player of the Year in 2008 as an eighth- 
grader and last year as a sophomore. 

He was a qualifier for the 2010 USGA Junior Championship 
at Eagle Grand Rapids, Michigan, which is the equivalent of the 
U.S. amateur for junior players. Approximately 4,000 junior golfers 
competed for 155 entry positions. Last summer Sellers finished 
second in the Montgomery Country Club Invitational, 37th in the 
Southern Junior, and fifth in the Alabama State Junior. 

Sellers picked Bama over Notre Dame, Vanderbilt, Texas, 
Texas A&M, UAB, Michigan, Auburn, Ole Miss and Indiana. 


GYMNASTS SECOND 


The Alabama gymnastics team was ranked second nationally 
in the 2011 preseason coaches’ poll it. The Crimson Tide, which 
finished last season ranked third nationally, received three first- 
place votes and 950 points. 

“This just goes to show that the success we've enjoyed over 
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the years has created an expectation nationally that no matter 
what kind of roster we have, whether it’s a veteran team like we 
had last year, or a very young team like we have going into this 
season, Alabama is going to find a way to be at the top,” UA 
Coach Sarah Patterson said. “This is a team that has lost four 
All-America seniors, including NCAA Champion Morgan Dennis, 
to graduation and junior All-America Ashley Priess to ankle 
surgery. The fact that we were still voted the number two team 
in the nation despite having to replace 14 of 24 routines from 
last year’s team, it’s flattering for our program and a definite 
challenge to our ladies.” 

Priess, a five-time All-America, has had surgery on both her 
ankles and is out of the Tide’s lineup for the foreseeable future. 
Alabama's roster includes seven freshmen and, nine veterans, 
including Priess. 

Defending NCAA champion UCLA was ranked first with 32 
first-place votes and 1035 points while defending Southeastern 
Conference champion Florida was third with three first-place 
votes and 948 points. Oklahoma and Utah were fourth and 
fifth. Stanford, Georgia, Oregon State, Michigan, and Nebraska 
rounded out the top 10. 

All 11 teams on Alabama's 2011 schedule were ranked in 
the top 25, including nine that are in the top 15. 


SPRING ROWING 


The Alabama rowing team of Coach Larry Davis has one 
event on its “home water” this spring. The Crimson Tide will host 
UCF (Central Florida) on the Black Warrior River on April 9. 

Bama's other spring events include facing Notre Dame 
in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, on March 13; the Clemson Regarra 
March 19; the San Diego Crew Classic April 2-3; The SIRA 
Championships April 16-17 at Oak Ridge; and Conference USA 
Chamnpionships May 14-15 in Oak Ridge. (Because the SEC 
does not have enough teams for a championship event, Bama 
participates in the C-USA competition.) 


SOCCER SCHOLARS 


Alabama senior soccer players Victoria Frederick (Huntsville) 
and Brooke Rogers (Cincinnati, Ohio) were named to the NSCAA 
Scholar All-South Region team. Frederick earned second team 
honors while Rogers was named to the third team. 


PRESIDENT MURPHY 


Alabama Softball Coach Patrick Murphy has taken office as 
president of the National Fastpitch Coaches Association. He is 
the first male president in the history of the organization. He had 
previously served as second vice president. 

The Crimson Tide skipper is considered to be among the 
best in the nation, taking Alabama to six Women’s College World 
Series appearances in the first decade of the new millennium. 
That tally was the third highest in the nation, trailing only PAC- 
10 powers Arizona and UCLA. hil 
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WINTER SPORTS SCHEDULE 


MEN’S BASKETBALL 


DATE OPP. 

Nov. 2 Talladega (exh) 
Nov. 8 UAH (exh) 
Nov.12 Florida A&M 
Nov.15 Troy 


TIME® 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 


Paradise Jam, Virgin Islands 


Nov. 19 Seton Hall 
Nov. 20 —_lowa or Xavier 
Nov.22 TBA 

Nov. Alabama A&M 
Dec. South Alabama 
Dec. @ Purdue 
Dec, @ Providence 
Dec. Southeastern Louisiana 
Dec. Pepperdine 

Jan. Toledo 

Jan. @ Mississippi State 
Jan. South Carolina 

Jan. @ Arkansas 

Jan. Kentucky 

Jan. @ Auburn 

Jan. LSU 

Feb. Mississippi State 

Feb. @ Tennessee 

Feb. @ Vanderbilt 

Feb. Ole Miss 

Feb. @ LSU 

Feb Arkansas 

Feb. Auburn 

Feb. @ Ole Miss 

March1 @ Florida 

March5 Georgia 

March 10- SEC Tournament 

March 13 @ Georgia Dome, Atlanta 


7:30 


5:00 or 7:30 


TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
2:30 
1:00 
TBA 
8:00 
TBA 
3:00 
8:00 
12:30 
8:00 
5:00 
7:00 
7:00 
4:00 
8:00 
3:00 
8:00 
6:00 
7:00 
3:00 
6:00 
12:30 


WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 


DATE 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Nov. 
Nov. 


Dec. 
Dec. 
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W Nh 
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nN — 
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b. 24 


Feb. 
March 3-6 


27 


OPP 

UAH (exh) 
Tennessee State 
Central Arkansas 
North Carolina St 
@ Georgia Southern 
McNeese State 
Junkanoo Jam @ 
FSU 

Arizona State 
or Providence 
Alabama State 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
@ Kansas 

Belmont 

Alabama A&M 

@ Southern Miss 
Auburn 

@ Tenessee 

@ LSU 

Vanderbilt 
Arkansas 

Georgia 

@ South Carolina 
@ Florida 

Kentucky 

@ Mississippi State 
@ Georgia 

Florida 

@ Auburn 

Ole Miss 
Mississippi State 

@ Arkansas 

SEC Tournament 


@ Nashville 


TIME” 
2:00 
5:00 
2:00 
6:00 
6:00 
6:00 


Freeport, Bahamas 


7:00 


7:00 
5:00 
2:00 
2:00 
2:00 


11:30 


7:00 
2:00 
6:00 
2:00 
6:00 
2:00 
8:00 
1:00 
6:00 
2:00 
7:00 
1:00 
1:00 
6:00 
2:00 
6:00 
2:00 


We 


DA 
Jan 
jan. 14 
J 


an. 21 


Jan. 29 


Feb. 4 


Feb. 11 
Feb. 18 
Feb, 25 


March 
March 
March 


April 2 


April 15- 
April 17 


Nn —_ 


no— — 
am — 


March 
March 
March 
iced 
March 
March 


won oi 


GYMNASTICS 


OPP. 

Penn State 

@ Arkansas 

@ Boise State 
Metroplex Challenge 
LSU, Nebraska, 
Missouri @ Fort Worth 
@ Florida 

Auburn 

Kentucky 

@ Georgia 

4 @Michigan 

11 LSU 

19 SEC Championships 
@ Birmingham 

NCAA Regionals 
NCAA Championships 
@ Cleveland 


SWIMMING & DIVING 


Auburn 
LSU 
) @UT Invitational 
@ USA Short Course 
Columbus, Ohio 
@ LSU Diving Classic 
@ Kentucky 
lorida State 
South Carolina & 
Georgia @ Columbia 
SEC Diving @ Gainesville 
SEC Swimming @ Gainesville 
Georgia Invite 
Auburn Invite 
CAA saat Diving 
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11-1 
17- 
19 
24- 
26 
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2011 ALABAMA 


SPRING SPORTS SCHEDULE 


BASEBALL SOFTBALL MEN’S TENNIS WOMEN’ S TENNIS 
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TEXAS/HAWAII 
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FURMAN 
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UT-CHATTANOOGA 
ITA NATIONAL INDOOR 
@ CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA. 
BLUE- GRAY 
@ MONTGOMERY 
TENNESSEE 
g MARCH 6 GEORGIA 
Ci GEORGIA : MARCH 11 @ FLORIDA 
riot 1 FLORIDA : MARCH 13 @ SOUTH CAROLINA 
MARCH 13 SOUTH CAROLINA ‘| MARCH 25 KENTUCKY 
oP MARCH 20 @ KENTUCKY F MARCH 27 @ VANDERBILT 
Pak ei ye saa vena signs MARCH 27 VANDERBILT : pt ARKANSAS 
viarcr ronal | APRIL 3 
March4 Louisiana Lafayette 12:30 sll APRIL8 —@OLE MISS 
March 5 Note Dame , mia : APRIL10  @ MISSISSIPPI ST 
March regon 0! . V : APRIL16 AUBURN 
March6 Virginia APRIL 10 : APRIL 21-24 SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Maret aber am APRIL 13 ; @ KNOXVILLE 
March —@ Georgia Tech APRIL 16 MAY 13-14. NCAA PRELIMS 
Easton SEC/ACC Challenge APRIL 21- ' MAY 20 NCAA @ PALO ALTO, CALIF. 
March 11 —_- North Carolina APRIL 24 
March 12 Florida State MAY 13-15 
March 12 North Carolina MA 
March 13 Florida State AY 19 


March 16 Auburn (2) 
March 18 Georgia 

March 19 Georgia 

March 20 Georgia 

March 22 @ Tennessee (2) 
March 25 Arkansas 

March 26 
March 27 
March 31 
April 1 
April 2 
April 3 
April 8 
April 9-10 
April 12 @ Troy 

April 15 Mississippi St 
April 16-17 Mississippi St 
April 22 @ Florida 
April 23-24 @ Florida 
April29_ Kentucky 
April 30 Kentucky 
May 1 Kentucky 

May 6 @ Ole Miss 
May7-8 @Ole Miss 
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March 30 South Alabama 
April 1 Arkansas 

April 2 Arkansas 

April 3 Arkansas 

April 5 Samford 

April 8 @ Vanderbilt 

April 9 @ Vanderbilt 

April 10 @ Vanderbilt 

April 12 Mississippi Valley 
April 13 Mississippi Valley 
April 14 Tennessee 
April15 Tennessee 

April 16 Tennessee 

April 19 @ Samford 

April 22 @ Florida 

April 23 Florida 

April 24 Florida 

April 26 Southern Miss 
April 29 Mississippi State 
April 30 Mississippi State 
May 1 Mississippi State 
May 6 
May 7 LSU 

May 8 LSU 

May 13 @ Auburn 
May 14 @ Auburn 

May 15 @ Auburn 
May 19 South Carolina 
May 20 South Carolina 
May 21 South Carolina 


MEN’S GOLF WOMEN’S GOLF 


DATE OPP, 


ees FEB, 13-15 LADY PUERTO RICO CLASSIC 
FEB. 20-22 PUERTO RICO CLASSIC @ RIO GRANDE, PR. 


@ RIO GRANDE, PR. -O7-MAR.1 A iL 

MAR. 7-8 CLEVELAND INTERCOLL. Ree are aeecarteine 
@ AIKEN, S.C. @ NEW ORLEANS 

MAR. 20-22 CALLAWAY COLLEGIATE MARCH 11-13 LSU CLASSIC 
@ GREENSBORO, GA. @ BATON ROUGE 

MAR. 27-29 LINGER LONGER INVITE APRIL 1-3 LIZ MURPHEY COLLEGIATE 


@ GREENSBORO, GA. 3 @ ATHENS, GA. 
APRIL 2-3 AUGUSTA STATE INVITE APRIL 15-17 SEC SMFS 


@ AUGUSTA, GA. MAY 5-7 NCAA REGIONALS 
APRIL 15-17 SEC CHAMPIONSHIPS MAY 17-20 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS 
@ SEA ISLAND, GA. @ TEXAS A&M 
APRIL 19-21 NCAA REGIONALS 
MAY 31-JUNE 5 NCAA CHAMPIONSHIPS “ALL TIMES CENTRAL 
@ OKLAHOMA STATE 
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